In Ecclesiastes there is a tension betwegn
two competing world views: If there is ng
God, life has no value, and it doesn’t mattégr
how we live. But if God exists, then life has
purpose and meaning, and we’d better giye
priority to the worship of God. When w¢g
are convinced of who God is, our responge
will be to worship Him.

Reverence has been called the virtue that keeps us frem|try
ing to act like gods. Yet we live in a culture that celetza
irreverence. We trivialize God by trying to re-conceive and
reduce Him to a predictable, manageable deity who fits pur
expectations. Such a view of God does not inspire reverence
In our lives as Christians today, we need to reclairocabu-
lary and posture of reverence. A good start is to seose
mortality and limitations. We then come to the humblir|g
realization of who we are. In worship we interrupt our predc
cupation with ourselves. God cannot be contained. Godq is " #
everything. We stand in awe before our infinite, omnipotet,
holy God.

What we believe about God determines the importance |we

give to worship. But it’s still possible to believe cothgcyet " 8% &
fail to put it in to practice. We affirm or deny whaewhink
of God by what we say and do. For some people, Gimityi ' ( ") #*
is an external matter of lip-service; it never affdutsv we
behave during the week. We need to attempt an attitudg of
worship 24/7. Worship is a way of life and we never know{—
somebody may be watching us and our words and actipns
may have a strong influence one way or another. Maysothe
see through our lives that we stand in awe of a holy gnd

loving God. ' &

Henry David Thoreau once wrotdt takes two to speak the
truth. One to speak and another to listenTry something
different for a change—come to terms with your lips and with
your ears as you envision yourself preparing for worship. Be -t
still and know that God is God. b "
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Account Reconciliation Report—This monthly report
will be available in Margaret’s office during office hsur

Church members—Kristi Garrett, Melvin Webb, Mary for anyone who would like to pick up a copy-

Sharber, Dolores Parker, Glen Reeder, June Prestoy, Jer ) ]
Pearce. Sermon CD’s—f you would like a copy of a particular

Friends & family— Gerald Henderson, Hamm Family, Sermon, please indicate this on your Member/Visitor card
Curry Scott, Gwyn Kennedy, Judy Mas:on, Gwen Walkérand your request will be turned into the church office.
Howard/Shirl Kirkpatrick, Ashley Myers, Amber Offutt, Jody Humphrey will place your CD at the Welcome
Rueben Frazier, Kaci Crawford, Steve Sparks, Wesldyenter whenitis ready for pick up.

Williams, Ricky Mitchell Pitcock, Jason Rowland,

Wendell Rains, Gene/Susie/RayAnn Bryant, Louisé-abor Day—The church office will be closed tomorrow
McMillan. in observance of the holiday.

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (Kuwait),
Nathan Xavier/James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Josejge-W
ley/Rob Frazier/Russell Nelson (Iraq).
Prayer requests: Please contact the church office, or if you woul
like to have your request listed on Molly's blogspaease e-mail
mollywoodall@suddenlink.netTo read the blog, save the following
under “favorites” in your computer:
www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks—l

I
I Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusa... |
I
I

the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl :

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Chicken Fajitas!

Baptism: Jeremy Malone was immersed into Christ last
Sunday. He lives at 12057 Hwy. 271 North, Arthur City,
TX 75411. His phone number is 903-423-9117. Let's

congratulate Jeremy and welcome him to the family aCOMING EVENTs. " m

Lamar Avenue.
Ladies Bible Class Resumes—September 9

*kk

Teen Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13

*kk

Condolences—Please keeflorice Jumper and her fam- Family LIFE Groups—September 20
ily in your prayers upon the loss of her brotlgilly Gene o
Gibson, on August 30th. Also remember thieyd Usry Men’s “42” Night—October 1
family upon the loss of Lloyd’s cousiMichael Ballard, e
on August 26th. Father/Teen Camp Out—October 9-10
*k*
Thank You Notes—Thanks so very much for your love Blood Drive—October 21
and support. Thanks for the prayers, cards and words of *kk
encouragement at the loss of my brother. No Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26
Love in ChristAnna Bolton skk

Trunk or Treat—October 31

*kk

Family Retreat—November 20-22

Thanks to my extended family for the food, phone calls
and most of all your love. Hazel & Mitchell Hicks

"Our purpose is fo jéﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and reacﬁirg out to those in need "
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“But the seed on goo
soil stands for thos
with a noble and goo
heart, who hear th
word, retain it, and b
persevering produce a
crop”. (Luke 8:15)

In Luke 8:4-15, w

bling? Would you b
afraid for your life7
Would you fall down
on your face? Yo
hear your name ar
God calls you into Hi
holy place. His glor
fills the room. Yol

read about the Sower
and the Seed parable that Jesus teach
about the human heart: four types| g
ground or four types of hearts. 0
wants to find in us good ground: heart
that receive the Word of God and produg
fruit every day. The Christian life is not g

seasonal thing. Some times in our li ed

we have “seasons” or period of time whe
we do certain things like go fishing, play
baseball, exercise etc, etc. The Christig
life is away of lifeand is something yau
decide to do when you are baptized int
Christ, until the last day of your life. Be-
ing a Christian is not something that
practice from time to time. Being|a
Christian means being faithful to Gpd
(Revelation 2:10). How is our heart? How

is our ground? Are we good ground| or

are we like the ground close to the way
side, with a hard heatrt...or like the gro
with rocks that believe just for a period|o
time...or the one that has thorns?
wants good ground. The seed is not|th
problem, because the seed is perfect; |it
the Word of God. This seed is tibest
seed. The sad thing is that we do not
duce fruit like we are supposed to
Why are we becoming in our society,
in the world in general, so dry, so skepti
cal, and so unbelieving? | was studyin

with someone the other day and | asked;

this person, “do you believe there is life
after death?” His answer was “no”.
was shocked, so | tried my best in just
few minutes to show through scripture
what Jesus told us about our hope in|o
eternal life. (Examples: John 14, Luke
16, John 11.) Let's pray to God. He put
in front of us people in Paris with good
hearts, with good ground. We need t

pray every day and especially for Brent

Nichols and John Mark as they are dea
ing with other cultures. Also for our
brothers in Rumania, Mexico, Honduras
and Estonia. Every day we have har
work with hearts like we see in Luke 8.
is not easy. How is ouground..how is

it

Q
-~

realize who you are i
NBfis presence. Would you beg for me
fand forgiveness? Would you ask Gog
Iforget everything you ever did wron
sThe Holy of Holies was no place to ta
dightly if you were a Jew in ancient Isra|

he high priest one time a year. He wa
sprinkle blood on the Ark of the Coveng
Yo atone for the people’s sin. However
he wasn’t right or pure in God’s eyes
Wvould be struck dead. He wore a ta
on his robe that had a bell on it so if
Gfell over dead he could be dragged

oSuch was the scene in the presenc

Yet, God now invites us to His holy pla
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
what about our attitude? | think son
times we don't realize what we have b¢
ven. I'm pretty sure if ancient Israel a
hole was allowed into the Holy of H
lies they would react wholly differe
han us. It is important to remember w
God is and what it means to be in

Ipresence. | pray our lives keep the p
ence of God fresh in our minds as
pattempt to live as His broken vessels
this place. Have a blessed week!

d

"—Teen Breakfast Thursday, Septemb
dhe 1¢" at 7:15am at Daylight Donut
ransportation provided to North Lam
> See you there!

—Fall Retreat for All Teens is Sept. 1
al3. Leaving 8am Saturday morning &
areturning Sunday by the end of morn
uworship. Teens bring sleeping bag,
slow, overnight stuff, play clothes, a
Bible. Cost is $35 and they can sign up
the youth board and pay Jered.
O—Camp Out and Paintball at DFW
Adventure Park. We are encouragir

f

lOctober 18 and worship and play pain
ball with us on October 1"l We moveg
;the date back a day back from Frid
dOctober § to October 19 to accommo
date those involved in sports and ex
curricular activities. So note the d

Would you be trem-

For starters, no one was allowed in exc

and no one had to risk going in after hjm

God. It was a place of fear and trembling

dads and teens to camp out with us of?

God has promised 1
many things but h
never promised U
that life would be
fair. We make life
what it is. We all ge
burdened sometim¢
with situations in ou
life that can over
Ywhelm us, depress us, hurt us, and ¢
Gsteal our joy. | am talking about b
:situations like terminal illness, death
“loved ones, loss of jobs, or turmail in t
mily unit. We can’t always see t
uldoigger picture or the other side when
antare right in the midst of a bad situat
, ifbut God is always there waiting. Ma
hetimes we might not even feel his pr
sseknce while we walk through that vallg
hein Matt. 11:28 it states that we are
OUtome to God with our burdens and
‘will give us rest. In John 16, Jesus t
e apostles that they will endure trou
in this world, but he has overcome t
jworld. He means that for us too. Th
Lis a song that we sing abg
ritroublesome times are here filling @
ahearts with fear.....” Yet God tells us
NOT be afraid! God knows that troub
some times can help us to grow nearg
PHim. It is during those times God
re;L_Jltimately in control. We all may e
weberience feelings of depression, an
indand even fear. These are genuine {
ings that we have no control over.
how we react to these feelings that
us of the joy and peace of mind that C
wants for us. Our attitude in any sitt
tion has a great power over us. A frig
once told me that no one could steal
joy unless she allowed them to. H
joften do weallow people to steal ol
yjoy? We choose to let people hurt
~emotionally. Why do we give other pe
ple the satisfaction of thinking they ha
Mthat kind of power over us? It is a
attitude that can bring us joy and
peace we so desire OR it can destro
nd cause bitterness and sadness. N
miah 8:10 says “Do not grieve, for {
joy of the Lord is your strength.” 9§
when life has you by the throat and y
are thinking, “Life’s not fair!” just tel

11°
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al€and then be JOYFUL!!

our heart?

change and watch for coming signups.

Y

Y

lyourself, “Today, | choose to be joyful!
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SERMON NOTES. .. T 5 I«
/$ 0 .
Eternity in Our Hearts #5 I
Standing in Awe of God oy 66.666666666.66...6.7899
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 6..666666666666.6.6.:9899 ..
66..66666.6666...6..66...;899 ..
In this passage, Solomon gives us some warnings about # <=> # ..6..666.6..;899 ..
He moves from the realm of the to the woljd # ok $ x 7
of the "*  6666666666....66.6.;849 ..
! " # $
Worship is not about —it is all about encountering a %& () ) #
. U
who longs for His ] /&B'l; (s
to be as Heis %&. & - * )
%&. & 2 1*
Four Commands from this passage: $ ("
1. Draw and Listen (Because Gog is " "
V.1 #n "
1 &11* -
'31 o *
2. Be and stay (Because God heagr th%l-) &314 1).* - # @ .
and sees the ) v.2-3;7
. _ 45 1 * 678 9
3. Makea and keep it. (Because God "> 66666666666..666666............ 66....... ..<<5
i ' i - & "* 66 $ 6..666..66666...666.. <>
itand doesn't forget it) v.4-5 IR HTTHRR IR
; : ., #  6666666666...66666......6...6..6...A A:
4. Don't decide and deny (Becgusg 666666666666666666666666.4<
God doesn’t our decisions) v.6 % IR ITTTIITIRE A
+ # *$  #6666666666666..66
. . . . . & 666666666666666666666666.
The warning which brings strength to our lives: in B+) $ 66666666666666....666666...
Awe of In other words—take Him ) L )
66666.6666666..66666666...<<>
?2"* 666 TR
People who take God are on a constant sear¢n for ;
1 1%




