
In Ecclesiastes there is a tension between 
two competing world views: If there is no 
God, life has no value, and it doesn’t matter 
how we live. But if God exists, then life has 
purpose and meaning, and we’d better give 
priority to the worship of God. When we 
are convinced of who God is, our response 
will be to worship Him. 
 

Reverence has been called the virtue that keeps us from try-
ing to act like gods. Yet we live in a culture that celebrates 
irreverence. We trivialize God by trying to re-conceive and 
reduce Him to a predictable, manageable deity who fits our 
expectations. Such a view of God does not inspire reverence.  
In our lives as Christians today, we need to reclaim a vocabu-
lary and posture of reverence. A good start is to sense our 
mortality and limitations. We then come to the humbling  
realization of who we are. In worship we interrupt our preoc-
cupation with ourselves. God cannot be contained. God is 
everything. We stand in awe before our infinite, omnipotent, 
holy God. 
 
What we believe about God determines the importance we 
give to worship. But it’s still possible to believe correctly, yet 
fail to put it in to practice. We affirm or deny what we think 
of God by what we say and do. For some people, Christianity 
is an external matter of lip-service; it never affects how we   
behave during the week. We need to attempt an attitude of 
worship 24/7. Worship is a way of life and we never know—
somebody may be watching us and our words and actions 
may have a strong influence one way or another.  May others 
see through our lives that we stand in awe of a holy and    
loving God. 
 
Henry David Thoreau once wrote: “It takes two to speak the 
truth.  One to speak and another to listen.”  Try something 
different for a change—come to terms with your lips and with 
your ears as you envision yourself preparing for worship.  Be 
still and know that God is God. 
 

Patrick 
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Church members—Kristi Garrett, Melvin Webb, Mary 
Sharber, Dolores Parker, Glen Reeder, June Preston, Jerry 
Pearce.  
Friends & family— Gerald Henderson, Hamm Family, 
Curry Scott, Gwyn Kennedy, Judy Mason, Gwen Walker, 
Howard/Shirl Kirkpatrick, Ashley Myers, Amber Offutt, 
Rueben Frazier, Kaci Crawford, Steve Sparks, Wesley 
Williams, Ricky  Mitchell Pitcock, Jason  Rowland, 
Wendell Rains, Gene/Susie/RayAnn Bryant, Louise 
McMillan.  
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (Kuwait),    
Nathan Xavier/James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Joseph  Wise-
ley/Rob Frazier/Russell   Nelson  (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Please contact the church office, or if you would 
like to have your request listed on Molly’s blogspot, please e-mail  
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  To read the blog, save the following 
under “favorites” in your computer: 

www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Ladies Bible Class Resumes—September 9 
*** 

Teen Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—September 20 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—October 1 
*** 

Father/Teen Camp Out—October 9-10 
*** 

Blood Drive—October 21 
*** 

No Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26 
*** 

Trunk or Treat—October 31 
*** 

Family Retreat—November 20-22 

Condolences—Please keep Florice Jumper and her fam-
ily in your prayers upon the loss of her brother, Billy Gene 
Gibson, on August 30th.  Also remember the Lloyd Usry 
family upon the loss of Lloyd’s cousin, Michael Ballard, 
on August 26th. 
 
Thank You Notes—Thanks so very much for your love 
and support.  Thanks for the prayers, cards and words of 
encouragement at the loss of my brother.          
         Love in Christ, Anna Bolton  
 
Thanks to my extended family for the food, phone calls 
and most of all your love. Hazel & Mitchell Hicks 
 

 

Account Reconciliation Report—This monthly report 
will be available in Margaret’s office during office hours 
for anyone who would like to pick up a copy. 
 
Sermon CD’s—If you would like a copy of a particular      
sermon, please indicate this on your Member/Visitor card 
and your request will be turned into the church office.  
Jody Humphrey will place your CD at the Welcome  
Center when it is ready for pick up. 
 
Labor Day—The church office will be closed tomorrow 
in observance of the holiday. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   

Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    
Entrée:   Chicken Fajitas! 

Baptism:  Jeremy Malone was immersed into Christ last 
Sunday.  He lives at 12057 Hwy. 271 North, Arthur City, 
TX 75411.  His phone number is 903-423-9117.  Let’s 
congratulate Jeremy and welcome him to the family at 
Lamar Avenue. 
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God has promised us 
many things but he 
never promised us 
that life would be 
fair.  We make life 
what it is.  We all get 
burdened sometimes 
with situations in our 
life that can over-

whelm us, depress us, hurt us, and even 
steal our joy.  I am talking about big 
situations like terminal illness, death of 
loved ones, loss of jobs, or turmoil in the 
family unit.  We can’t always see the 
bigger picture or the other side when we 
are right in the midst of a bad situation 
but God is always there waiting.  Many 
times we might not even feel his pres-
ence while we walk through that valley.  
In Matt. 11:28 it states that we are to 
come to God with our burdens and He 
will give us rest.  In John 16, Jesus tells 
the apostles that they will endure trouble 
in this world, but he has overcome this 
world.  He means that for us too.  There 
is a song that we sing about 
“troublesome times are here filling our 
hearts with fear.....”  Yet God tells us to 
NOT be afraid!  God knows that trouble-
some times can help us to grow nearer to 
Him.  It is during those times God is 
ultimately in control.  We all may ex-
perience feelings of depression, anger, 
and even fear.  These are genuine feel-
ings that we have no control over. It’s 
how we react to these feelings that rob 
us of the joy and peace of mind that God 
wants for us.  Our attitude in any situa-
tion has a great power over us.   A friend 
once told me that no one could steal her 
joy unless she allowed them to.  How 
often do we allow people to steal our 
joy?  We choose to let people hurt us 
emotionally.  Why do we give other peo-
ple the satisfaction of thinking they have 
that kind of power over us?  It is our 
attitude that can bring us joy and the 
peace we so desire OR it can destroy us 
and cause bitterness and sadness.  Nehe-
miah 8:10 says “Do not grieve, for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength.”  So 
when life has you by the throat and you 
are thinking, “Life’s not fair!” just tell 
yourself, “Today, I choose to be joyful!” 
and then be JOYFUL!!!   
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“But the seed on good 
soil stands for those 
with a noble and good 
heart, who hear the 
word, retain it, and by 
persevering produce a 
crop”.  (Luke 8:15) 
In Luke 8:4-15, we 
read about the Sower 

and the Seed parable that Jesus teaches 
about the human heart:  four types of 
ground or four types of hearts.  God 
wants to find in us good ground:  hearts 
that receive the Word of God and produce 
fruit every day.  The Christian life is not a 
seasonal thing.  Some times in our lives 
we have “seasons” or period of time when 
we do certain things like go fishing, play 
baseball, exercise etc, etc.  The Christian 
life is a way of life and is something you 
decide to do when you are baptized into 
Christ, until the last day of your life. Be-
ing a Christian is not something that we 
practice from time to time.  Being a 
Christian means being faithful to God 
(Revelation 2:10). How is our heart? How 
is our ground?  Are we good ground or 
are we like the ground close to the way-
side, with a hard heart...or like the ground 
with rocks that believe just for a period of 
time...or the one that has thorns?  God 
wants good ground.  The seed is not the 
problem, because the seed is perfect; it is 
the Word of God. This seed is the best 
seed. The sad thing is that we do not pro-
duce fruit like we are supposed to do.  
Why are we becoming in our society, and 
in the world in general, so dry, so skepti-
cal, and so unbelieving?  I was studying 
with someone the other day and I asked 
this person, “do you believe there is life 
after death?”  His answer was “no”.  I 
was shocked, so I tried my best in just a 
few minutes to show through scripture 
what Jesus told us about our hope in our 
eternal life.  (Examples: John 14, Luke 
16, John 11.)  Let’s pray to God. He puts 
in front of us people in Paris with good 
hearts, with good ground.  We need to 
pray every day and especially for Brent 
Nichols and John Mark as they are deal-
ing with other cultures. Also for our 
brothers in Rumania, Mexico, Honduras, 
and Estonia.  Every day we have hard 
work with hearts like we see in Luke 8.  It 
is not easy.  How is our ground...how is 
our heart? 
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Would you be trem-
bling?  Would you be 
afraid for your life?  
Would you fall down 
on your face?  You 
hear your name and 
God calls you into His 
holy place.  His glory 
fills the room.  You 
realize who you are in 

His presence.  Would you beg for mercy 
and forgiveness?  Would you ask God to 
forget everything you ever did wrong?  
The Holy of Holies was no place to take 
lightly if you were a Jew in ancient Israel.  
For starters, no one was allowed in except 
the high priest one time a year.  He would 
sprinkle blood on the Ark of the Covenant 
to atone for the people’s sin.  However, if 
he wasn’t right or pure in God’s eyes he 
would be struck dead.  He wore a tassel 
on his robe that had a bell on it so if he 
fell over dead he could be dragged out 
and no one had to risk going in after him.  
Such was the scene in the presence of 
God.  It was a place of fear and trembling.  
Yet, God now invites us to His holy place 
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, but 
what about our attitude?  I think some-
times we don’t realize what we have been 
given. I’m pretty sure if ancient Israel as a 
whole was allowed into the Holy of Ho-
lies they would react wholly different 
than us.  It is important to remember who 
God is and what it means to be in His 
presence.  I pray our lives keep the pres-
ence of God fresh in our minds as we 
attempt to live as His broken vessels in 
this place.  Have a blessed week!    
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—Teen Breakfast  Thursday, September 
the 10th at 7:15am at Daylight Donuts. 
Transportation provided to North Lamar. 
See you there! 
—Fall Retreat for All Teens is Sept. 12-
13.  Leaving 8am Saturday morning and 
returning Sunday by the end of morning 
worship. Teens bring sleeping bag, pil-
low, overnight stuff, play clothes, and 
Bible. Cost is $35 and they can sign up on 
the youth board and pay Jered. 
—Camp Out and Paintball at DFW  
Adventure Park.  We are encouraging 
dads and teens to camp out with us on 
October 10th and worship and play paint-
ball with us on October 11th.  We moved 
the date back a day back from Friday, 
October 9th to October 10th to accommo-
date those involved in sports and extra-
curricular activities.  So note the date 
change and watch for coming signups. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Eternity in Our Hearts #5 

Standing in Awe of God 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 

 
In this passage, Solomon gives us some warnings about _______________.  
He moves from the realm of the _______________________ to the world 
of the ________________________. 
 
Worship is not about ____________—it is all about encountering a 
_____________  ______________ who longs for His _________________ 
to be __________________ as He is _______________. 
 
Four Commands from this passage: 
1. Draw _____________ and Listen _______________ (Because God is 

________________) v.1 
 
2. Be _____________ and stay _____________ (Because God hears the   
        _______________  and sees the __________________) v.2-3;7 
 
3. Make a ______________ and keep it.  (Because God ______________ 
       it and doesn’t forget it) v.4-5 
 
4. Don’t decide ______________ and deny ________________(Because  
       God doesn’t ____________________ our decisions) v.6 
 
The warning which brings strength to our lives:  ________________ in 
Awe of  _______________.  In other words—take Him _______________. 
 
People who take God ____________________ are on a constant search for 
____________________. 
 
 


