
 As a child, do you ever remember 
being scared of the dark?  I know in our 
home we have a small night light in our 
kid’s bathroom so they feel more comfort-
able going to sleep by the glow it shines in 
their bedrooms.  Even though it doesn’t 
give off much light, it seems to be just 
enough to bring them comfort.  Do you  
realize that the only ‘window’ to admit 

light into our bodies is the eye?  If the eye has a cataract,  
vision slowly decreases. When the condition gets bad enough, 
blindness comes.  Once a person is blind, the situation is irre-
versible.  The body goes from light, to dim, to total darkness. 
 What is common for us today did not exist in Jesus’ 
time.  Eye glasses?  Contacts?  Forget it.  Eye disease,     
cataract surgery, cornea transplant—not even thought of.  Do 
you realize how many of us would be ‘legally blind’ in Jesus’ 
lifetime?  Jesus declared he was the light of the world by  
being light and making life in darkness unnecessary. (John 
8:13)  Jesus’ life was the light of people, the true light who 
could enlighten every person. 
 Some exist in darkness longing for light, but will 
never see light unless we dare reflect Jesus’ light.  We have 
just finished three days of VBS where many volunteers in this 
church sacrificed time and energy to let their lights shine  
before a lot of children and families who may not know what 
the light of Jesus is all about.  I saw teachers, helpers, those 
in the kitchen preparing food, mothers and grandmothers 
comforting children, and many others greeting and welcom-
ing people to our church family.  God never intended for us 
to hide Jesus’ influence in our behavior, but for us to share 
His light with others.   
 It’s my guess there are others around us who may be 
afraid of the dark.  All around Paris, I’m gonna let it shine.  
How about you?   
 

Patrick 
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Church members—Dianna Welch, Alieen Carroll, Peggy 
Robinson, Butch Munday, Claude Jones, Anita Roden, 
Donna McGee, Alan Boyd, June Preston, Ken Smith, 
Dolores Parker, Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Grady Simmons, Donna Moseley, 
Kylee Saunders, Jimmy Stripland, Brandon Broadway, 
Cody Kelley, Leonard Trapp, Cody Davidson, Ginny   
England, Juanita Fisher, Amber Offutt, James Vinson, 
Gage Crutchfield, Don/Hallie Williams, Don Phillips, 
Larry Brown, Sara Maples, Jeff Conway, Yvonne 
McNabb, Mitchell  Pitcock, Dalias Dickson, Jason Flinn.  
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (Kuwait), Na-
than Xavier (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Joseph Wiseley/
Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell   Nelson  (Iraq).  
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Terrific Tuesday—August 4 
(Water Day@ the building) 

*** 
Men’s “42” Night—August 6 

*** 
Disciple Now—August 7-9 

*** 
5th Sunday—August 30 

Sympathy Note—We extend our condolences to Mindy 
Bulls upon the loss of her grandmother, Mrs. Nelson, on 
July 23rd.  Please keep Mindy and her family in your 
prayers during this difficult time. 
 
Thank You Notes—Thanks for the prayers, calls and vis-
its.  The food and potted plant were greatly appreciated. 
    The Tully Family 
 
Thank you all so much for your cards and gifts and encour-
agement as I head off to college.  For those of you who 
have not yet received a thank you card, they’re on the way!  
I apologize for the lateness...Deer Run’s keeping me pretty 
busy, but I am enjoying every minute of it.  Thank you all 
for your prayers and support, not only now, but throughout 
my life.  I love you all! 
    Jordan Welch 
 
Boles Home Benefit Tea & Luncheon—Seating still 
available for the luncheon at Ruth Ann Stallings’ home 
August 8th from 11:00am—1:30pm.  Cost per person is 
$15.  Proceeds will benefit Arms of Hope.  If you would 
like to purchase a ticket or make a donation, please contact 
Charolette Bollman (903-517-9652). Checks should be 
made payable to Boles Children’s Home.  
 
Benevolence Clothes Closet—Men’s and children’s sum-
mer clothing needed.   

 

Back Packs—If you would like to 
help provide backpacks for elemen-
tary school children, please place 
them in the church nursery. Char-
lotte Grooms collects these every 
year to help children at her school 
who are unable to purchase a new 
backpack.  She will also purchase 
new backpacks with any cash gifts 
donated. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:   Mexican Stack-ups! 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Summer Series 

(Adults/Auditorium—Children/Regular Classes) 
 

08/05  Clay Spencer         08/19   Keith Bollman                                               
08/12  Wayne Kerby         08/26   Tom Wood 

You are invited to  
Claude Jones’ 80th Birthday Party 

August 8, 2009  
2:00—4:00pm 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building 
No Gifts Please…just your presence 
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The lock-in last 
weekend was so 
much fun! It started 
at about 10:00pm. 
The first game we 
played was called 
“steal the bacon”. 

We were split up on opposite 
ends of the court and numbered 
off.  Jered called a number and 
the person from each side with 
that number ran to the middle to 
grab the football.  The person 
who got the football had to run 
back to their side and the other 
one had to tag them.  Clayton and 
I had the same number.  We went 
against each other a few times. 
He beat me all but one time. I 
have a feeling, though, that he let 
me tag him because he felt bad 
for me.  I’m not sure how I stayed 
awake and alert until 7am but I 
did!  As soon as I got back to the 
Faires’ house I crashed and slept 
until 2 in the afternoon.  I didn’t 
get back on my normal sleep 
schedule unt il Wednesday!  
Sadly, this is my last Sunday in 
Paris!  I’ll be leaving on Friday 
the 7th  because on Saturday my 
best friend from high school is 
getting married and I’m a brides-
maid. I’m jealous that Clayton 
has 2 more days than I do with 
everyone!  I have had an amazing 
summer here. I have grown so 
much in my walk with God this 
summer and I want to thank all of 
you for allowing me to have this 
experience.  I don’t want to leave 
but I’m excited about getting 
back to Harding for my sopho-
more year!  I will be  visiting any 
opportunity I get! 

It’s incredible how 
fast time passes.  We 
are in the month of 
August already and 
starting to get ready to 
take the kids back to 
their classes at school.  
I like the summer very 
much.  I like it be-

cause in the summer we live life more 
relaxed with not much routine.  But I also 
miss the routine. I learn the routine, and 
sometimes when we like the routine, we 
do not like when somebody or something 
changes our routine.   
 Well, let me apply what I just 
said about routine to our Christian life. 
Sometimes we live our Christian life fol-
lowing a routine, that means that we just 
live our Christianity like a routine...we 
just come to service on Sunday morning 
and we feel we have accomplished our 
goal.  Is this what our God expects from 
us? I don’t think so.  Our Holy God    
deserves from us more than a routine. We 
ourselves need to become a holy sacrifice 
in all our way of life.  We need to serve 
Him with our hearts every day of our 
lives.  And I know that sometimes this is 
not easy because we have a lot of things 
on our mind...but let me give you an ex-
ample. When we partake of the Lord’s 
Supper, do we really understand what we 
are doing when we take the bread and the 
fruit of the vine and are we are remem-
bering the body and the blood of Christ? 
Or are we just taking it mechanically be-
cause it is just part of our routine of many 
years? If it is a routine we are committing 
a mistake and we are not pleasing our 
Holy God.  Perhaps we have routines 
established in our lives, and that’s fine, 
but let’s try to leave behind the routine in 
our relationship with our God.  And let’s 
worship and serve Him like He deserves.  
Let’s sing with our heart, not just move 
our lips mechanically.  Let’s remember 
the sacrifice of Christ.  Don’t just eat the 
bread and drink the cup...let’s concentrate 
on our prayer do not think about other 
things. 
 Let us hear the word of God.  
Our relationship with God needs to be a 
decision in our life, not just a routine.   

(Romans12:1-2) 
Thank you,  Marcelino Rodríguez, Jr. 
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        08/19   Keith Bollman                                                

“Then little children 
were brought to Jesus 
for him to place his 
hands on them and 
pray for them.  But  
the disciples rebuked 
those who brought 
them.  Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come 

to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”  When he had placed his hands on 
them, he went on from there.  

(Matthew 19: 13-15)    
The disciples didn’t want to waste Jesus’ 
time with childish matters because Jesus 
was important and had other things to 
attend to.  Jesus reminds them and us that 
there is nothing more important than  
taking time with our children.  Sometimes 
when I go home my son asks me to play 
“cars” or “puzzle.”  I try to remind myself 
when I am worn out or wanting to do 
something else that there is nothing more 
important than spending time with my 
children and playing.  This past week we 
had VBS here at the building and put a 
huge emphasis on children.  We tried to 
demonstrate the love and creativity that 
comes through telling the stories of the 
Bible.  I especially want to thank all the 
volunteers who helped put it together.  I 
don’t know if you realize it but many 
people spent countless hours getting VBS 
ready.  Thanks for the hard work!  

 
In Him, Jered 
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Our last lunch and Bible study is on 
Tuesday, August 4th. We will meet here at 
the church from noon until 2pm. 
 
Disciple Now...is this coming weekend 
on Friday, August 7th through Sunday 
morning August 9th.  It is a back to school     
in-town retreat that will focus on worship, 
fellowship, and service. Larry Nunley, 
who used to be a professional comedian 
but is now the preacher for Airport Free-
way Church of Christ, will be our guest 
speaker. We will stay in homes. This 
event is for all teens and they can sign up 
on the youth board. Cost for the weekend 
is $35.  Deadline to sign-up and pay is 
Wednesday, August 5th. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
New Testament Postcards #7 

A Transformed Perspective on Life 
Philemon 10-25 

 
Our most important legacy is not one of _____________ and ___________, 
but a legacy of __________________ lives. 
 
This slave who once had no status and no hope now has a new and fresh 
start because of ___________________. 
 
In this story, Paul calls on Philemon to change his _______________ about 
this runaway slave, Onesimus. 
 
I believe that as Christians we are called to have a __________________ 
___________________ on life. 
 
How can we have a change in the way we look at things? 
1. See God’s _______________ in ______________________. (v.15) 
 
The name Onesimus literally means “_____________________.”  He was 
formerly ____________ but now is ________________ to Paul, Philemon, 
and for the __________________________________________________! 
 
2. See God’s ________________ in ______________________. (v.16a) 

3. See God’s ________________ in the ___________________. (v.16b) 

4. Remember your _______________________. (v.20-21) 
 
Do you see the parallels between Onesimus and us? Although we should be 
________________ for our sins, Jesus told the Father to charge those sins 
to ___________. 
 
Question to ponder:  Do others look at your life and see one who is 
__________________ and__________________ to God?  Do they see a 
________________________? 


