God’s love is a special love. The person on the
street and the person in church on Sunday hll
need to understand the love of God. Ap
understanding of God’s love will affect your
faith. An understanding of God’s love will
affect your opinion of yourself. An understand}f
ing of God's love will affect your service to
God. An understanding of God's love will
affect your perspective of life. It is vitally
important that we come to understand God|s
special love for us.

| read a story recently that perfectly illustrates tnigh. A man
served in missions in India. On one occasion, whendsepseach-
ing, a poor Indian boy from one of the villages heard preach. I "H S %3 &
After he and his wife had gone to bed that night, there avtimid : 0
knock at their door. Opening the door they saw this boydstgn
there, wearing the clothing of one of India’s untoutésibThe boy

said, “I listened to you today and | want to ask you, ‘Cain give % '
hope to a nobody?” That boy needed to understand thas he 0
special and that God loves him. ( ) $ #

John’s letter is meant to settle some issues andaiepatonfusion I
that the Gnostics had left behind especially about tipeitance of )
love in the life of the Christian. Love is God’s fingenpron our ! #$% &
lives. It validates His presence and is only posdielgause He has
placed the capacity to love within us. You and | haveofiportu-
nity daily to be the hands, feet, and mouthpiece for thédworsee ,

Jesus. 0 ¥+ ’

We look to fill the empty place inside us with all soofsthings: + $ )
pleasure, popularity, success, possessions, etc. Solantecglesi- .
astes, calls this search for something to fill thatptynspace a
“grasping after the wind.” No matter what we use liatfie void in ' & 0"
our life, if it's not a love relationship with God,till never do the
job. Scripture is filled with people like you and me duaiv God
sought them out.

And He comes to you today, right here in this plaeek&g you "l . - !
out and longing to have a relationship with you. '

Patrick |

If yyoee are visiling With ws (hHhis mor»ing we warnt to welcome Yo A5 our ﬁanare@ue;f,

e rray that owur Waryﬁip will 6ri129 Gﬁyr:y o God and be o sowurce af encaur@emenz‘ fo Yo,
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Thank You Note—A sincerethank youfor each
prayer, card, call and visit since my diagnosis.

Church members—Shreyll Cook, Derald Bulls, Sherry Please continue to lift me up to the Great Physician
Welch, Mierlan Payne, Mary Sharber, Tammy Huffman@s | start my chemo. Your love and support has been
Doug Sparks, Langdon Barnett, Roxanne Raper, Linds@verwhelming.

McCarter. Mary Sharber

Friends & family— Gaye Butler, Marcel Cooke, Phyllis

Giguere, O'Mara baby, Jim Mutnansky, Dorothy BoydCamp Deer Run Clean-up Day—-May 16 starting
Beulah Bennington, Mike Shields, Amber Offutt, Peteat 9:00am. Lunch will be provided.

Hyatt, Irene Holmes, Kyle Stewart, Rickey McFadden,
Gwenett Kennedy, Teddy Skaggs, Ty Van Meter, Jason
Flinn, Joe DeNoon, Eva Jo Wilson, Jimmy Turner, Neegy
Haggerty, Oleta Dickson, Jerry Speak, Joe Engelha\ll t,

April 22—Blood Drive Report

Dale Hyman, Bruce Bullard, Brenda Stewart. _ We had a good response to our second blood drive of £009.
Deployed military personnel Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan),| The 28 individuals who came donated 28 credits to ouf| ac-
Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell Nelson (Irag). count. Carter Blood Care personnel did a very good jdp of
e - || moving people through the process.
: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks | ) ) o
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusa... | ||!f you wish to donate blood during the year, you majt e

in li i I || Carter Blood Care office at 3305 Loop 286, Suite E, orf|call
: the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl | p , ,

________________________________ 1 ||903-785-9399 or 1-800-366-2834. Hours of operation|| are
Mon-Fri, 9am to 5:30pm, except on Thur., 11am to 8:0Qpm,
and Sat-9am to 2pm. We have a church account (#74%4) so
you may designate your donation to the church.

_ _ Please remember that because of our good response, aryf mem
Prayer RequestDebbie Smithcame forward last Sunday || ber of the congregation may receive credits for blood redgjve
to rededicate her life to the Lord and asks for your psaye|| for which there is no ability to pay, such as insurance

Blood donations are also a wonderful way to give back tg our
community. Please make plans now to participate in exir|n
blood drive October 21, 2009.

Sympathy—Please remember two of our families
who have lost loved ones recentlyisa Denman lost
her cousinRandy Whitaker, andTim Keele's aunt
passed away.

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Fried Chicken!

Graduating Seniors—Moms, please bring 5-7
pictures of your seniothrough the yearso Jered or
Margaret in the office.

KFC Kids Service Challenge—Help the Children’s COMING EVENTS. N

Home in Lubbock by bringing a package of size 2-3

pull-ups to be delivered to them on April 29th. Our Newcomer Banquet—April 26
goal is 50 packages!!! (Place them by Tanya’s offlcepink,, Baby Shower/Jessica Daniels—April 26
door.) s
“Pink” Baby Shower—HonoringJessica Danields High School Retreat—May 1-3
today from 1:30—3:00pm at the building. Selections: *hk
Online at Wal-Mart & Target; Hostess Group #5, :
Debra Gage Senior Sunday—May 24
*k*
Benevolence Clothes ClosetPlease bring summer cloth- VBS—July 30 thru August 1

ing only at this time....NO winter clothes. Thank you!
|
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Most have heard the phrase, “blood
thicker than water.”

by that.

and the
love for our family.
personal suffering.

blood is what covers me and you and puts us

place of honor in his family. The waters of baptis

combine with Jesus’ blood to make us set apart

Christ and his special purposes. Christ has tasked
as his family, to a special task. Just as the Godfa
charged his family with tasks, Jesus gives us uni

tasks that exist in the spiritual realm. If Jesus

relationship with your brothers and sisters in Chr
Family members provide unconditional love to

another and so do we. Remember Jesus’ blood on
AS
family. He expects us to live in peace with oné&

cross and the expectations Jesus puts on us

another. He also expects us to do his work in
place. Have a blessed week!

In Him, Jered

1. King’'s Breakfastis at Daylight Donuts
on Thursdays at 7:15am.

2. High School Retreatis May 1-3 at Deer Run.

It costs $55 and is fall our high school students
3. “I Love my Youth Group Month” makes its
return and Wednesday $ports Day

4. Summer Calendarsand dates are posted fa
all activities this summer. Check on the youth
board or pick up a calendar.

Growing up| |
always wondered what people meait
The Godfather movies live
out that phrase. The movies portray
mafia family that only charges family
members with important decisions
running of the family
business. No one else could truly be trusted becaysg
they were not family. How do you feel about you
family? Many of us may have that uncondition:
However, others of us ma
associate our family with painful memories an
Consider your spiritual famil

and the phrase “blood is thicker than water”. Jes
infight? No, because scripture is not for private integpret

thek

198 le for true answers.
has

truly connected us with his blood, then how is yo

S Back to the Bible with a sincere heart. . .
1 Peter 4:11 “If anyone speaks, he
should do it as one speaking the very
words of God...”

Why are there so many churches
in the world? Why are there so many

2

qéuestion? The only right answer is that every biblical|an
gious question needs to be answered with the
JBccording to the sound teaching of Christ. Again
| peter 4:11 he says that if somebody speaks,
Vaccording to the word of God.

d But sometimes we hear comments from people
who say, “Well, you interpret the scripture your way and |
ugnderstand the passage differently”. Is this statement

ffon. . .that means we carstay, “I understand this way
fgpd you the other way”. The Bible explains itself with|the

ible, and the Bible interprets itself with the Bibl@ther
W, Ys do not exist. But for a person to come to this under-
nding he needs to be sincere with himaetigo to th

I remember an occasion when | was teaching a
LBible class in Quemado, Texas and we had a visi

iStAorning. Later, | learned that he was one of the leaafers
pnan interdenominational church. During the class | jwas

térching the Plan of Salvation and he raised his hand and
agied me about that. We studied, and later that day we
ontinued studying, and the next day he obeyed the gospel
Jesus Christ through baptism. He was a sincere person
IT"the religious world is sincere they will find the truph
Christ in the Bible, but they need to be open minded and
have sincere hearts. They need to go back to the Bible.

Marcelino

Hispanic News:
The brothers in San Luis Potosi, (the Rivas Gulillen
Congregation) are so excited they received the
ing of the donation from Lamar Avenue to buy the
new chairs for their building. Brother Samuel Pintor
(the contact there) told me that as soon as possible
they will send a picture and a report for us. Thank
you again for the love that you showed for the church
there.




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SERMON NOTES. . .

Life in Holy Community #10

God Is Love

1 John 4:7-21
A falseim- of Christ inevitably produces
falseex- of Christian faith and lifestyle

In this passage we see the following:
l. Love (vv. 7-8).

Il. Love (vv. 9-10, 14).

As an event, that love was exhibited in the life andidet
Jesus Christ (4:9-10); we see what God did:
“He

lll. Love is (v. 11).

As a process, it is to be carried from generation to
generation through

People who did not experience care, nurture, and prote
in other communities (i.e., family, neighborhood, sdjoo
are supposed to discover it in the community of

— the
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