
 The Beatles released the hit song “All 
You Need Is Love” in July of 1967.  And even 
though we all know that “all you need is love”, 
love isn’t as easy as it sounds.  In the book, 
Children’s Letters to God: The New Collection, 
a little girl named Nan, writes this letter:  “Dear 
God, I bet it is very hard for you to love every-
body in the whole world.  There are only four 
people in our family and I have trouble loving 
them!”  Here are some other statements from an 

article called, “What Is Love—From a Kid’s Point of View”. 
“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and 
paint her toenails anymore.  So my grandfather does it for her all 
the time, even when his hands got arthritis too.  That’s love.” 
“When someone loves you, they say your name different.  You know 
that your name is safe in their mouth.” 
“Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes 
a sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is okay.” 
“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop open-
ing presents and listen.” 
 As we have seen in this series, the apostle John makes two 
proclamations about God.  He declares that God is Light and he 
declares that God is Love.  The first half of the letter is from 1 John 
1:5-3:10, and the second half picks up with 3:11 and continues 
through the end of the letter.  If you notice, both sections begin with 
the phrase, “This is the message. . .” 
 John has warned us against the false teachers who had 
disrupted the peace and unity of the body with their reinterpretation 
of Christ and holy living.  John stressed that God is light and that 
the church must be a place of light as God’s people walk in the light 
and hold the truth.  The challenge we face today is to live out the 
message of Christ daily in our actions. 
 The Love of God shown to us through the cross says: 
¨ He loved you enough to reveal himself to you. 
¨ He loved you enough to get involved in your life. 
¨ He loved you enough to become totally and utterly vulnerable 

on the cross. 
¨ God placed his feelings for you on the cross. 
 May we always remember that our expressions of love 
should be motivated and empowered by the sacrificial love that we 
have already received. 
 

�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
� ���

���������	
����
�
������������

������������������������������	
���
���
����������� ���������������������

��������������

�������� ����	
���
������������	������

���	
���
���������������
�

����������	�������������

���������������������	
���


������
���������������
���	�


����������������	��������������������



����
������
������
��
��
�����

������� ���������

���� ��
�����!�	�"
���#�������


$�����%�&�
���#���

����!��������������"����������!��#����$�����

'�$��������#�������	��# �(����

�
�������%&����	��		��������
������'	����	
�� �

�))���!��� ��
�������**
����

(������ ��)*
��#�	��������������+	�
�,�- �

+''��,�����-
������.���

(
��
���	�$����,��"�$�	���	�	.������
/0����	���

(
��
���'	��������
���	�0����	���

1�
�(!�����(�
��!�� �
� 2��������		.� � 3.44���
� ���	
��.� � 54.44���
� ����
!���
!��
.� �!�����
�2!�����"�

6�,���������������!��
7� ����,����"�	��,���8 �



Church members—John Figgins, Jim Hyatt, Dolores 
Parker, Maureen Gordon, Ed Bullard, Connie Ausmus, 
Alan Boyd, Lillian Taylor, Ann Huffman, Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Lauri Gingles, Beulah Bennington, 
Charles Grimes, Brandon Simmons, Charles Maughon, Vic 
Ressler, Joey Musgrove, Adam Hamilton, June Zant, Ruth 
Powell, Guy Langston, Margaret Green, Alaka Walters, 
Mike Grigsby, Mike Shields, Juanita McFadden, Jesus/
Lynn Castillo, Trystan Chapman, Jason Flinn, Aaron Hart, 
Lillian Welch, Brandi Carroll, Savannah Brazile, Horace 
Henson, Melanie Helm, John Banard, Amber Offutt, Pete 
Sisson. 
Deployed military personnel:  Nathan Xavier/Russell Nel-
son (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier 
(Iraq).  
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Jackson/Cecil Wedding Shower—Today 
*** 

Junior Jam Egg Hunt—April 4 
Men’s “42” Night—April 4 

*** 
Family LIFE Groups—April 5 

Shields/Fonville Wedding Shower—April 5 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

Blood Drive—April 22 
*** 

Newcomer Banquet—April 26 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 
*** 

Senior Sunday—May 24 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

Showers—You are cordially invited to a Wedding Shower for 
Jeanie Jackson & Brad Cecil today in Room 6 following our 
lunch/devo in the outreach building. Selections are at Spangler’s 
and there will also be a Money Tree at the shower.    
Hosting:  Group 1, Barbara Dean  
You are cordially invited to a Wedding Shower for Katie 
Shields & Kyle Fonville on Sunday, April 5th from 1:00—
2:30pm.  Selections:  Gene the Jeweler’s 
Hosting:  Group 2, Linda Erwin 
 
Graduating Seniors—Moms, be sure to go through your family 
photographs and bring 5-7 shots of your senior through the years 
to Jered or Margaret in the church office.  We do not want any-
one left out of the slideshow on Senior Sunday! 
 
Camp Deer Run Day Camp—June 22-25, cost/$60 
for children ages 5-8.  Registration forms are due NOW.  Please 
give the forms to Angie Duren. 
 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—Children ages 2—5 are invited to Curt 
& Melissa Poore’s home on April 4 @ 2:30pm to hunt Easter 
eggs.  Bring a basket with a dozen candy filled eggs to share and 
plan to have a wonderful time. 
 
Newcomer Banquet—April 26th!  If your family is new to the 
fellowship of Lamar Avenue, plan to attend this time of fellow-
ship with the leadership and staff of this congregation. 
 
Sympathy—We extend our condolences to the family of our 
dear brother Harrell Womack who passed away March 21.  Our 
hearts also go out to Ozella Lilly upon her loss this week.     
Luther  went home to his Lord on Thursday and we will all miss 
him very much.  Please keep these families in your prayers. 

 

KFC Kids Service Challenge—Help the Children’s Home in 
Lubbock by bringing a package of size 2-3 pull-ups to be  de-
livered to them on April 29th.  Our goal is 50 packages!!!  
(You can place them by Tanya’s office door.) 
 
Congratulations—Derrick Parsons, Zach Johnson, &     
Jordan Welch for recognition as Texas Scholars!!! 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Chicken Sandwiches! 

CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, April 22, 2009 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:30pm—8:00pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or feel sick 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 
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Unity and compromise often go together.  
I don’t like compromise many times. 
Some of us may even feel it is a sign of 
weakness.  Yet, you and I compromise 
everyday.  We have to compromise with 
our spouses and children to keep the 
unity of the family together.  Church is 
filled with give and take as we try to cre-

ate worship and a church experience that hopefully is 
good for everyone.  Unity is hard to achieve with others 
because many are different than us, whether it is their 
race, choices, or beliefs.  However, most times we have 
more things in common that not.  For example, many of us 
have in common that we are Americans.  Even though our 
country is bitterly divided, sometimes we can all agree 
that each one of us shares a common thread of embracing 
the home of the free and the brave.  As you know, a few 
weeks ago some of the teens and myself visited MLK 
Church of Christ. We had not been in several years and 
went to encourage them and to be encouraged. We also 
wanted to show unity in Christ.  MLK Church of Christ 
has asked me to speak at their 5th Sunday service. I am not 
with you this morning because of the opportunity to 
preach the gospel there.  I was surprised at the opportunity 
to speak but realize it is a unique opportunity to continue 
to build relationships with fellow Christians in town.  The 
elders also mentioned that we met with the leadership of 
all the churches of Christ in town to discuss unity efforts a 
few weeks back.  I pray for unity in your relationships this 
week and the understanding that a little compromise may 
have to exist now and then for the benefit of you and    
others.  Have a good week!  

 
In Him, Jered 

 
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES 
—Open Youth Room is March 31st from 7-9pm at the 
church. All teens are invited and welcome to bring friends. 
—King’s Breakfast is Thursday, April 2nd at Daylight 
Donuts at 7:15am. 
—LTC is coming soon.  Make sure you attend any last 
needed practices before we go to competition. 
—Summer calendars are now available along with sign 
ups for youth trips.  Please talk to your teen about events 
and activities your teen can be involved with the youth 
group this summer. 
—High School Retreat is at Deer Run on May 1st-3rd.  All 
high school students are encouraged to attend and we hope 
are planning now to attend. 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his 
hands.  (Psalm 19:1) 
 Does God exist? It is a sad ques-
tion but, this question is often asked in 
the society we live in today.   
(Psalm 14:1) 
  Let me start by saying that this 

is not a scientific question, it is a faith question.  Science 
is something that you can investigate by scientific      
methods but faith is something you can believe even if 
you do not see it.  Even the Bible teaches us that we can 
believe in God.  The apostle Paul gives us two reasons to      
believe in God.  
1.- The Creation:   
For since the creation of the world God's invisible quali-
ties—his eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has been 
made, so that men are without excuse.  (Roman 1:20) 
If humans sincerely look at all the creation of God they 
will come to the conclusion that God exists.  Paul explains 
that the Eternal Power and Deity of God are visible 
through the creation of God.  If we analyze the universe 
and the world we can see that this universe and this planet 
have a design, plan, function, and purpose that humans 
can live with.  All these characteristics demand a de-
signer...all the creation demands a Creator. 
This wonderful creation was not a mistake.  Genesis 1:1 
says that in the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.   
2.- The Conscience:  In other words, the Moral Law. 
Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by 
nature things required by the law, they are a law for 
themselves, even though they do not have the law, since 
they show that the requirements of the law are written on 
their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.  
(Romans 2:14-15) 
Every person has inside of him something that determines 
what is wrong and what is good.  Even the more primitive 
tribes have laws who condemn adultery and crimes.  The 
question is, who put that law in their hearts?  The answer 
is the creator or God.  He put law in our hearts. This Law 
is our conscience that tells us what is right or wrong.  God 
is real and he is working.  Our goal and our desire needs to 
be to serve him and please him every day of our life.  
(Acts 17:24-28)  Let’s strengthen our faith daily through 
the Word of God. 

 
Thank you, Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #7 
The Gospel in a Word Is Love 

1 John 3:11-18 
 

_______________ is the identifying mark of the children of God. 
 
People who live in the ___________ of God’s message manifest 
their _____________ for one another in _______________ ways. 
 
_______________ faith is Christ reveals itself in _____________ 
______________. 
 
 
Real Love is C_______________ C______________ (v.11-15) 
 
Real Love is S____________________ (v.16-17) 
 
 
Our _____________ of love toward others are _______________ 
by the love we already have received. 
 
Real Love is A________________ (v.18) 
 
 
How about praying for God to help you find a creative way to 
________________-not in ______________ or _____________, 
but in _________ and ____________-that the gospel in a word 
is ______________! 


