
 It is that time of the year when many 
people celebrate the season of Lent.  For most 
of us, when we think of lent, we may think of 
what we clean out of the dryer vent or our pock-
ets.  The true meaning of Lent was to prepare 
people for the celebration of the death and res-
urrection of Christ—the better the preparation, 
the more effective the celebration will be.  It is 
to be a season of repentance and soul searching 
that is closely related to the time when Jesus 

spent 40 days in the wilderness before His ministry began. 
 As you recall, when Jesus was in the desert, it was a time 
of temptation and prayer.  During this time, Jesus is confronted by 
the enemy where He is given the opportunity to follow Satan in-
stead of His Father in Heaven.  Jesus’ response in effect was simply 
this:  My heart, my soul, and my entire life belong to God the Fa-
ther.  That’s what Lent is about, but it seems to me that’s what eve-
ryday of my life should be about.  It might be good time spent to 
consider our very lives and ask just how much we belong to God 
the Father.  As we’ve seen from 1 John, we have received an 
anointing to be children of God. 
 Giving up something or sacrificing something for a deeper 
walk with God is always a good thing.  May our prayer be for God 
to purify our hearts and cleanse us from all sin and selfishness by 
creating in us a deeper desire to be about the Father’s will and to 
make His Kingdom come and truly reign within our hearts. 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written:   
Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”   Then the devil 

left him, and angels came and attended him.”  Matt.4:10-11 
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes  5:00 @  Francis 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt               12:00 @  Wade Park 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @  L. Gillie 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley                6:00 @  Not Meeting 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall              12:00 @  Outreach 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                              6:00 @  Not Meeting 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ              12:00 @  Bollman 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                      12:00 @  Old Kitchen 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton                5:00 @  Thielman 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @  Parkman 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence                5:00 @  Reno Park 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore              12:00 @  C/K Fendley 
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Church members—Ed Bullard, Misty Gage, Connie  
Ausmus, Alan Boyd, David/Amy Johnson, Lillian Taylor, 
Ann Huffman, Mary Sharber, Alan Boyd, Ken Smith,   
Luther Lilly, Michelle Anderson, Gina Barnett.  
Friends & family— June Zant, Ruth Powell, Guy 
Langston, Margaret Green, Alaka Walters, Mike Grigsby, 
Mike Shields, Juanita McFadden, Jesus/Lynn Castillo, 
Trystan Chapman, Jason Flinn, Aaron Hart, Lillian Welch, 
Brandi Carroll, Savannah Brazile, Horace Henson, Melanie 
Helm, John Banard, Wesley Williams, Amber Offutt, Bar-
bara Jones, Teresa Strombach, Brian Tackett, Daisy Smith, 
Jason Burnett, Pete Sisson, Leslie Morton Anita Dake, 
Julie McPherson, Robert Padgett, Dale Hyman, Beverly 
Cope, Beulah Bennington, Kathleen Simpkins, Jeri Marie 
Robinson, Shawn Jordan. 
Deployed military personnel:  Amber Gibson / Zack Moss/ 
Rob Frazier (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—TODAY 
*** 

Christian Academy Concert—March 22 
*** 

5th Sunday Format & Pot Luck—March 29 
Jackson/Cecil Wedding Shower—March 29 

*** 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—April 4 

*** 
Shields/Fonville Wedding Shower—April 5 

*** 
LTC Convention—April 10-12 

*** 
Newcomer Banquet—April 26 

*** 
High School Retreat—May 1-3 

*** 
Senior Sunday—May 24 

*** 
VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

Wedding Shower—Your are cordially invited to a     
Wedding Shower for Jeanie Jackson & Brad Cecil on 5th 
Sunday, March 29th in Room 6 following our lunch/devo 
in the outreach building. Selections are at Spangler’s, and 
there will also be a Money Tree at the shower.   
Hosting:  Group 1, Barbara Dean  
You are cordially invited to a Wedding Shower for Katie 
Shields & Kyle Fonville on Sunday, April 5th from 
1:00—2:30pm.  Selections:  Gene the Jeweler’s 
Hosting:  Group 2, Linda Erwin 
 
Graduating Seniors—Mom’s, be sure to go through your 
family photographs and bring 5-7 shots of 
your senior through the years to Jered or 
Margaret in the church office.  We don’t 
want anyone left out of the slideshow on 
Senior Sunday! 
 
Camp Deer Run Day Camp—June 22-25, cost/$60 
for children ages 5-8.  See Angie Duren for questions. 
 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—Children ages 2—5 are invited to 
Curt & Melissa Poore’s home on April 4 @ 2:30pm to 
hunt Easter eggs.  Bring a basket with a dozen candy filled 
eggs to share and plan to have a wonderful time. 
 
Newcomer Banquet—April 26th!  If your family is new to 

 

the fellowship of Lamar Avenue, plan to attend this time of 
fellowship with the leadership and staff of this congregation. 
 
Christian Concert—Sunday, March 22, the Christian 
Academy of Greater St. Louis Choir  will sing at Lamar 
Avenue beginning at 6:00pm.  Please see Rita Pringle if 
you can help with housing for this choral group for one 
night.  She has a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center.  
She also needs help with meals.  Let’s make them feel 
welcome during their brief stay in Paris. 
 
Education—See the Ladies’ Bulletin Board for informa-
tion on dual credit, long distance Bible courses available 
for high school students offered by Harding University.  
Also, Jered Benedict is teaching a course, Parenting to an 
I-Pod Generation, at PJC from March 24—April 28. 
 
Fifth Sunday, March 29—Bible classes, worship, pot 
luck lunch in the outreach building, devo and then home 
for the day.  There will not be an evening service.  How-
ever, make note of the wedding shower that day. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Pork Loin & Vegetables! 
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When I ask kids what their favor-
ite worship experience has been, I 
usually get a response that has 
something to do with being in na-
ture.  I think if I reflected on my 
own worship experience, some of 
my best moments have occurred 

out in God’s creation as well.  As God’s creation, 
I don’t think it is unusual that we find ourselves 
closest to God in the midst of his creation.  I re-
member looking at the Rocky Mountains and 
thinking how small I was and how long those 
mountains have been there and what they have 
endured.  My life seems pretty insignificant in 
comparison. However, then I marvel that God 
desires to make my life significant in his       
presence.  This weekend, at the Middle School 
retreat, we have been out in nature at Camp Deer 
Run appreciating all that is around us.  We also 
have focused on our relationship with God and 
each other through games, worship, Bible study, 
and time in nature.  I pray God blesses our time 
as we have sought him all weekend.  I know it 
may be easy to slip back into the routine of your 
life but don’t forget the significant things that 
God is doing all around you, whether it is chang-
ing the seasons, bringing forth new growth in his 
creation, giving us his son, or attempting to     
redeem us all by his grace.  Pray that God will 
teach us more about being in unity with him and 
with each other.   
 

In Him, Jered 
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—Middle School Retreat returns today...so 
pray for our safe travel home. 
—Open Youth Room is Tuesday at the church 
from 7-9pm. James Hanley will be the    
sponsor at the church. 
—No King’s Breakfast due to Spring Break. 
—Have a great Spring Break! 

“At that hour of the night the jailer 
took them and washed their 
wounds;”  (Acts 16:33) 
 
The Apostle Paul and Silas, in his 
second mission trip, went to preach 
the gospel of Christ in the city of  
Philippi. Lydia was baptized, but 

later they were confronted by the  opposition, the 
governors of Philip who ordered them to be punished, 
and they were severely flogged.  But even then, they 
were singing to God and praying at midnight...But 
about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 
listening to them… (Acts 16:25)    
 
This is a very good example of what happens when 
we commit sin toward others or to ourselves. We 
wound others with our sins, or we can wound our-
selves.  The Bible doesn’t mention if the jailer him-
self executed the punishment to Paul and Silas, but 
later when he recognized his mistake he did what he 
was able to do, he washed their wounds.  He could 
not take back the time and take away the wounds, but 
he could help to heal their wounds.  We need to be 
willing to participate in this process of healing in the 
spiritual aspect, in our sins and the sins we commit 
toward others.  The jailor’s history is a very good  
example of how God can change us if we allow him.  
In the same hour he obeyed Jesus through baptism.  
Later, when the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the 
Church in Philippi, he said: For it has been granted 
to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on 
him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going 
through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 
hear that I still have.  (Philippians 1:29-30) 
 
To heal a wound takes time.  Let’s try to understand 
this is a process that requires patience and prayer.  
We need to be willing to accept healing and we need 
to be willing to heal others like Christ healed our sins 
through his precious blood. 
 

Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #6 

Living Like a Child of the King 
1 John 2:28—3:3 

 
It can be difficult to live like _____________  ______________.  
But that’s what we’re called to do, to live a life that reflects the 
___________________ of our ________________. 
  
The world needs a clear vision of ________________ and the difference 
he makes in ____________________  _____________________. 
 
Jesus won’t be returning to ___________________ his followers but to 
_________________ them, not to _____________________ but to 
______________________! 
 
This text is not about how the _______________ gets _____________?  
Rather, it is about how the ________________ learn to live in their  new 
___________________. 
 
This is not a  “l_________________  t_______________” about getting 
___________________; it is a “r______________  t_______________” 
about the obvious truth that love in the body of Christ is its witness to the 
world that ___________________ presence is still a reality. 
 
It is a blessing that we can be called _______________ of __________!!  
So, whose _____________ are you on?  Are you __________________ 
like a ____________________  of the __________________? 


