
 It is Tuesday evening as I write this 
article.  Today began like any other—I      
arrived at the office early and began my day 
when my phone rang.  It was my mother tell-
ing me that MeeMaw (my grandmother) had 
passed away.  I wasn’t surprised because our 
family knew it would be soon, but I have to 
admit, hearing those words was still very   
difficult.  MeeMaw’s passing is hard for 

many reasons, one being the fact that she was my last grandpar-
ent to pass from this life. 
 I have thanked God for her all day long and rejoice that 
she is in no more pain.  My sister, Melissa, said it best,  “Our 
greatest comfort now is knowing that she is with Jesus and has 
been reunited with her one true love, our Bigdaddy (married for 
55 years.)”  My MeeMaw was a wonderful, Godly woman.  In 
her life as a small child, foster child, college student, friend, 
wife, preacher’s wife, mother, and grandmother, I can honestly 
say I never heard her complain about anything. 
 I cannot tell you how many times I heard her say, “If 
the Lord wills.”  If there was a motto or guiding principle she 
lived her life by it would be:  “My life is in the Lord’s hands.”  I 
am so thankful for all the times I spent with my grandparents 
through the years.  As an adult, I now can see that all those 
memories were times for my grandparents to teach me about 
life.  They took every opportunity possible to help shape and 
mold my faith to what it is today.  All I can say is thank you 
Lord.  Just a few months ago MeeMaw told my dad that “life is 
a great teacher.  The longer I live the more I learn from life.” 
 As we lay MeeMaw to rest this Thursday, as sad as it 
will be, we will also have a peace and joy in our hearts that only 
God can provide.  Lord, thank you for giving us our MeeMaw 
these past 84 years.  I look forward to that great reunion day in 
Heaven! 
“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly       
rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of God, you will receive what he has prom-
ised.”  (Hebrews 10:35-36)     
 

Patrick 
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Church members—Sarah Sissel, Lillian Taylor, Pat 
Houser, Petra Cooke, Sandra Leath, Robert Wilson, Alieen 
Carroll, Debbie Whitten, Molly Woodall, Heather Cannon,      
Charlotte Cannon, Travis Trussell, Johnny Houser, John 
Gentry, Luther Lilly, Libby Trussell, Mierlan Payne,   
Maureen Gordon, Edythe McIntosh, Ora Henderson.  
Friends & family— Crystal Offutt, Mrs. Don Preston, 
Patsy Gregg, Billie Hippenstall, Phillip Nabors, Chris   
Wofert, Donna Johnson, Meghan Bulls, Corey Gray, Susie 
Bristow, Davis Buster, Naida Prough, Beulah Bennington, 
Tristan Chapman, Kathleen Simpkins, Jackie Buchanan, 
Mike Shields, Thomas McGee, Juanita McFadden, Jill  
Maples. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson / 
Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—February 15 
*** 

Blood Drive—February 18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 
*** 

Middle School Retreat—March 14-15 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 

Thank You Notes—I would like to thank all of those 
who came to visit and called during my recent illness 
and when my stepmother passed away. 
  Love in Christ, Lynn Lowrey 
 
Building Use—Please contact the church office to 
reserve the use of any part of the building, especially 
the outreach building.  A staff member will write your 
reservation on the church calendar.  Also, please pick 
up your dishes from the outreach hallway.  Thanks! 
 
Kiddie Kollege Need—Jill Faires (art teacher) needs 
(1) gal. plastic ice-cream buckets with handles for her 
Easter basket project for the children.  Buckets may 
be placed on the shelves just outside the elementary 
wing hallway.  
 
Sympathy—Our hearts go out to many of our     
families this week upon the loss of their loved ones.  
Tammy Benedick said goodbye to her grandfather, 
Bill Detherage, on January 31st, Paul Garrett’s cousin, 
Russell Crawford, and Lilla Buchanan’s aunt, Valerie 
Baughman, passed away recently as well as Jay & 
Patrick Cannon and Melissa Poore laid their grand-
mother, Christine Cannon, to rest on February 5th.  
Please keep all these folks and their families in prayer.   
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Breakfast Casserole 

CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:00pm—8:15pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or do not feel well 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 

Kevin & Brenda Shackelford are happy to an-
nounce the arrival of their grandson, Aiden Wesley 

Adamson, on February 2nd.  Aiden weighed 8 
pounds, 2 ounces, and is 20 1/2 inches long.  His 

proud parents are Ryan & Whitney Adamson. 
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Common courtesy is 
a rarity in today’s 
world.  Manners are 
an outward expres-
sion of a person’s 
inner character.  As 
parents, do we spend 
as much time focus-
ing on our children’s 

character as we do preparing and prais-
ing them for academic and athletic 
achievements? Have these things be-
come more important than showing re-
spect for others at all times?  I babysat 
this past week and this particular child 
said, “please” and “thank you” numer-
ous times over the period of a couple of 
hours.  It was sweet to my ears.  I 
thought about this and wondered why I 
hadn’t heard those simple words more in 
my own home.  I know the answer is 
that I don’t use those words as much as I 
should with those I am around most of-
ten.  The biggest and most successful 
teaching method is perhaps the most 
difficult ---- and that is modeling.  If we 
want our kids to behave a certain way 
then the best way for them to absorb the 
lesson is to see it acted out around them.  
Our kids will take on the behaviors of 
those they spend the most time with.  
Our society has a “me-first, give-me-
what-I-want-when-I-want-it, I-don’t-
care-about-you” mentality.  The focus 
has shifted to pleasing ourselves instead 
of caring for others.  How often do we 
see young people opening doors 
(including car doors) for another?  Or 
helping carry things to and from the car? 
How often do we see a child crying and 
begging for candy in the grocery aisle or 
demanding what they want?  How many 
times do we hear the disrespectful “No!” 
from a child to his/her mother?  The 
Bible has many verses regarding good 
manners and respectful and loving atti-
tudes toward one another.  It needs to be 
our most important goal to teach good 
manners to our kids.  People with good 
manners are the type of people you want 
to be around and the type of friends you 
want your kids to be and have.  We need 
to make sure the core values we want 
our kids to see are a part of everyday 
life.  (Be kind and compassionate to one 
another....... Ephesians 4:32) 
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Who are you mentor-
ing? What people 
look up to you?  
These are questions 
you don’t necessarily 
spend a lot of time 
thinking about, but 
they are supremely 

important.  If we aren’t growing and 
changing, then we are stagnating.  If 
we aren’t sharing our life with some-
one else, then what benefit has our life 
been?  I am considering these ques-
tions after attending my wife’s grand-
father’s funeral. Tammy’s grandfather 
had his sons all share about how they 
saw him as their mentor and role 
model.  It made me begin to think 
about what story our life tells and what 
legacy we leave.  What will people say 
about us when we are gone?  As a min-
ister, I wonder what people might say 
when I leave or move on.  I hope that 
if nothing else people will say I loved 
the kids I worked with.  Not much 
matters if I don’t have love, and that is 
I hope, the basis for my ministry.  I 
don’t do everything perfect but I do 
care about the kids and what happens 
to their spiritual lives.  One thing I do 
love about my work is that I am able to 
spend time with kids and mentor them.  
I have had a few people take time out 
of their lives to mentor me.  They felt 
like I was worth their time and I will 
be forever grateful.  My prayer for us 
is that we will find someone that we 
can pour our lives into because I know 
many have done it for us.   

 
In Him, Jered 

 
Youth News and Notes: 
 —Open Youth Room—Special Night 
Tuesday Night from 7-9pm. 
—King’s Breakfast on Thursday, February 
12 at Daylight Donuts at 7:15am. 
—Sing Song Trip to ACU is Friday,    
February 20th and Saturday, February 21st.  
Teens and Families are invited to come.  
See Jered or sign up on youth bulletin 
board. 

All who were sitting 
in the Sanhedrin 
looked intently at 
Stephen, and they 
saw that his face was 
like the face of an 
angel.  (Acts 6:15) 
In Acts 6:15, Luke 
the inspired writer of 

Acts, mentions a wonderful detail about 
Stephen before he presented his wonder-
ful  last sermon.  Because he was going 
to die for the cause of Christ, Luke men-
tions that his face was like the face of an 
angel.  That detail reminds us of the  
occasion when Moses received the Law 
and his face was also shining.  He had 
probably been in the presence of God. 
(Ex 34:29)  And also we remember the 
transfiguration of Jesus and how bright  
his clothes were.  (Mt. 17:2)  These  
details can challenge us in our Christian 
life, and maybe our clothes or our face 
will not be bright, but we need to be in a 
spiritual way the light of the world.  We 
need to shine in this world for others.  
The apostle Paul says this: 
For God, who said, "Let light shine out 
of darkness," made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ.  (2 Corinthians 4:6) 
The application for us maybe can be, 
how can we shine in our community?  
Are we light or are we sometimes dark-
ness?  Jesus said to us, you are the light 
of the world. (Mt. 5:14) We need to 
shine in this world.  This does not mean 
we are supposed to wear special cloths 
or anything.  It means that we just need 
to be Christians in our way of life. 
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience.   
(Colossians 3:12) 
 
Hispanic News. 
We want to ask for your prayers, for our 
brother Jacinto Ramirez and his family.  
A few months ago his family moved 
back to México and now he has joined 
them.  We encourage our brothers who 
move to find the Church and be faithful 
to the Lord. 

Marcelino Rodriquez, Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #1 

When God Breaks In 
1 John 1:1-4 

 
The search for something _____________________ is not new.  
It has been going on since the beginning of time. 
 
Written centuries ago, this little sermon deals with a theme that is 
forever up-to-date; the life that is ____________________. 
 
John is big on the idea of Christianity as ___________________.  
He believes that people who have a relationship with __________ 
must have a meaningful relationship with _________________. 
 
When God __________________ in, things are supposed to be 
______________________________! 
 
It was not the disciples ________________  ________________ 
that made them what they were.  It was their ________________  
_____________________. 
 
It’s important for us to see this morning that: 
1. John is an eyewitness and a _________________. 
2. John is a _____________________ of Eternal Life. 
3. John ___________________ us in. 
 
As people who believe that message, our challenge is to  
____________, _____________, and _____________ the Living 
Christ in our experience of one another in His holy community. 


