
 As we get deeper into our study of       
1 John, I can’t help but make some of the fol-
lowing observations that we face today as 
Christians.  God doesn’t want just a part of our 
life, just three hours on Sunday and maybe an 
hour on Wednesday.  God wants our entire life.  
Spirituality is a matter of living every moment 
for God.  Often we try to replace spirituality 
with religiosity. 
 Simply put—we try to cover up our 

inability to allow God to transform us with an external display of 
what we think a Christian should look like.  At times, we think 
spiritual maturity is about how much biblical or theological infor-
mation we have acquired.  We put on a good show by doing all the 
things Christian’s should do. . .like taking communion, reading 
scripture, bowing our heads and putting our hands together when 
we pray, or saying I’ll keep you in my prayers.  Are we being trans-
formed or are we still waiting to be formed into the image of 
Christ? 
 Sometimes we look down at those who are not serving as 
hard as we are.  Often times we are judgmental and don’t even  re-
alize it.  We condemn the individual who is wrestling to get their 
life right with God but just isn’t as faithful as we are at coming to 
church.  We focus solely on outward behavior and ignore the inner 
being; you know those secret sins that we hide. 
 
¨ What is the right understanding of spiritual life? 
¨ If someone were to ask you, how is your spiritual life  

going, what would you say? 
¨ How do you define spirituality? 
¨ How do you gauge spiritual progress or growth?  
 
“Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”   
            (1 John 2:6) 
 
To pursue spiritual life means simply this:  To know Jesus 
more intimately and to live as if he were in your place.  So, 
how are you doing walking in the light?? 
 

Patrick  
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Church members—Kyle Jones, David/Amy Johnson, 
Payden Daniels, Sarah Sissel, Lillian Taylor, Pat Houser, 
Petra Cooke, Sandra Leath, Robert Wilson, Alieen Carroll, 
Debbie Whitten, Molly Woodall, Charlotte Cannon, 
Travis/Libby Trussell, Johnny Houser, John Gentry, Luther 
Lilly, Maureen Gordon, Edythe McIntosh, Ora Henderson.  
Friends & family— Robert Padgett, Dale Hyman, Beverly 
Cope, Beulah Bennington, Kathleen Simpkins, Jeri Marie 
Robinson, Shawn Jordan, Buddy Flanary, Dusti Gaither, 
Mike Shields, Craig Hamilton, Melanie Helm, Crystal  
Offutt, Mrs. Don Preston, Patsy Gregg, Billie Hippenstall, 
Phillip Nabors, Chris Wofert, Donna Johnson. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson / 
Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—March 1 
*** 

Middle School Retreat—March 14-15 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 

KFC Boys News—If you have a son in K—3rd grade who 
has not participated in picking up cards but would like to do 
so, please see Tanya.  We are  trying to encourage the 
younger boys to step up and the older boys will have a    
different service to do.  The ones already helping with this 
are doing a wonderful job!   
     Older boys 4th—5th grade who are still interested in 
serving, please let Tanya know.  It would be a great act of 
service to help David and Joe by picking up the empty com-
munion cups after Sunday morning worship. Make sure this 
is okay with your parents first, then see Tanya and she will 
organize this group. 
     This will give the younger boys a chance to help and two 
groups will prevent so many boys rushing to the back to 
help at the same time.  Thanks for all the hard work you 
older boys have done up till now and keep being a good 
example! 
     KFC parents, please remember to turn in Camp Schol-
arship forms promptly for this summer.  Give them to 
Tanya. 

 

Lost—Please be on the lookout for a book titled Seeing the 
Unseen.  Connie Ausmus has misplaced her copy.  Thanks! 
 
LTC— Fees are due by Sunday, February 22nd, $40 per 
participant and $20 per non-participant.  Please give your 
fees to Doug or Jill Faires. 
 
LTC Meeting—There will be a brief meeting this morning 
in Room 6 following morning worship.  See you there! 
 
Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Bobby Clanton 
upon the passing of his mother, Peggy Clanton, this past 
week.  Mrs. Clanton was laid to rest in Honey Grove on 
Thursday. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Hot Ham & Cheese Rolls! 

February 18—Blood Drive Report 
 

We had a good response to our first blood drive of 2009.  The 
29 individuals who came donated 31credits to our account.    
Carter Blood Care personnel did a very good job of moving 
people through the process. 
 
If you wish to donate blood during the year, you may visit the 
Carter Blood Care office at 3305 Loop 286, Suite E,  or call 
903-785-9399 or 1-800-366-2834. Hours of operation are 
Mon-Fri, 9am to 5:30pm, except on Thur, 11am to 8:00pm, 
and Sat-9am to 2pm.  We have a church account (#7454) so 
you may designate your donation to the church. 
 
Please remember that because of our good response, any mem-
ber of the congregation may receive credits for blood received 
for which there is no ability to pay, such as insurance. 
 
Blood donations are also a wonderful way to give back to our 
community.  Please make plans now to participate in our next 
blood drive April 22, 2009.   

Prayer Request:  David Peace came forward last 
Sunday asking that God give him direction for his 
life.  Please keep him in your prayers. 
 
Prayer Request from Jail Ministry:  Michael Carr  
asks for your prayers for guidance and help. 
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These past few weeks 
my family and I have 
all battled fevers, 
headaches, body 
aches, stuffy noses, 
wracking coughs, and 
the feeling of total 
exhaustion. During 
all this time God has 
tested my patience 

and showed me how little of it I really 
have.  First, when I got sick, I kept tell-
ing myself that I didn’t have time to be 
sick; I should just get up and get going.  
I didn’t have the patience to just slow 
down, stop, and allow my body to rest.  
The result was I ended up flat on my 
back for a second go-round.  When I 
started to feel better then others started 
feeling worse.  I soon grew tired of be-
ing the nurse in our household.  “Hold 
me! Rub my back! My head hurts! I 
need something! I’m thirsty! Is it time 
for my medicine?  I’m not hungry for 
that.”  Don’t get me wrong, I love my 
kids and I could truly say that I felt their 
pain.  However, I quickly grew impa-
tient with them or at least of our circum-
stances.  This made me think how God 
must grow tired or impatient with me at 
times. The things I complain about are 
different but the unrest is the same.  I 
told my kids if they would just be still, 
go to sleep and rest, and stop dwelling 
on how much they hurt or didn’t feel 
good, then their body would get better.  
Why is that such a hard thing to obey?  
Why do we sometimes feel like we are 
so busy with our day to day living that 
we become easily impatient?  We don’t 
feel like we are allowed to slow down 
and just find rest from our weariness or 
just rest in God’s calmness. God tells us, 
“Come unto me all that are weary and I 
will give you rest.”  God is always there 
to comfort us.  He is always there to 
allow our minds to be at peace in him.  
He is always patient with us when we 
fail time and time again to turn in his 
direction and find rest.  God is the epit-
ome of patience. Do your kids see God’s 
patience in you?  I dare say that mine 
have not this past week.  It is something 
that I need to work on daily.....not just 
when we all don’t feel good!!! 
KFC News: 
Everyone be thinking about how you can 
help with VBS this summer.  The dates 
set for this are July 23rd – 25th.  Mark 
your calendars NOW and prepare to 
have a great time with our kids! Please 
consider being a volunteer this year. 
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You have three wishes 
but they are not for you.  
Instead, they are wishes 
you have to ask on be-
half of your children.  
What would you 
choose?  Let’s get the 
obvious out of the way.  
You would want them 
to be a Christian.  Yet, 

what kind of Christian do you want them 
to be?  Do you want them to serve, teach, 
lead, encourage, or help the church?  Do 
you want your child to be compassionate, 
independent, humble, confident, or merci-
ful?  It is hard to choose what you might 
want for your children, and perhaps the 
wishes change for each of them, because 
each one is uniquely different.  I remember 
my parents praying every night, not only 
that I would come to know the Lord, but 
that I would find a Christian wife to en-
courage me in my faith.  They didn’t pray 
just once in awhile for these two things but 
every night.  They bathed those two wishes 
for my life in prayer.  Unfortunately, as 
parents we don’t always pray for these 
types of things often enough.  I think more 
than ever we need to bathe our children’s 
future walk with God and their future 
spouses in prayer.  Many teens leave the 
church and God when they go off to 
school.  Others don’t think marriage has to 
include a Christian person.  God can con-
vert anyone he wants, but how much easier 
for our children when their choices reflect 
what God wants to give each of us when 
we walk close to him.  I encourage you to 
pray on your knees this week for your chil-
dren and grandchildren and their spiritual 
lives in Christ.   
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES 
—Youth Devotional tonight following 
church at the home of Kyle and Monica 
Jones.  We will take a van from church at 
6pm and return by 8pm.  Bring $2 for food. 
—Kings Breakfast at W-Burger by North 
Lamar on Thursday, February 26th, 7:15am. 
—MLK church of Christ visit…Any teens 
and parents are invited to go. We will go 
there on March 1st to visit their new building 
and to be encouraged in a cross cultural and 
diverse worship experience. We will be dis-
cussing unity in the body and what keeps us 
apart in Bible class. Jered will take the bus 
following morning class at Lamar Avenue.  
Their worship ends close to noon so we will 
return no later than 12:30pm. Parents and 
teens are invited to bring their own vehicles. 
—Middle School Retreat is at Deer Run on 
March 14-15.  The cost is $35 and you can sign 
up on the youth board. 

 In the His-
panic congregation 
last Sunday we met 
with the youth. We 
have 6 young people 
who are getting ready 
for the next youth 
rally in Texarkana, 
Texas. We are study-

ing the book of Daniel.  They will be 
doing  Bible Bowl over the first 6 chap-
ters of this book.  I’m really proud of 
this group because they won the last two 
contests in Sherman last year, one on the 
book of Philippians and the other on the 
book of Proverbs.  They received first 
place over more than 15 congregations 
represented.  Please pray for them and 
their effort.  We know that it is not   im-
portant just to win a contest; we know 
that the important thing is the knowledge 
of the Bible and obeying the examples, 
living a good Christian life.   
 When Daniel and his friends 
were taken into captivity by Nebuchad-
nezzar he was around 14 years old and 
for three years they trained them to be 
servants in the court of Babylon.  But he 
and his friends purposed in their hearts 
not to contaminate themselves with the 
sin and idolatry of Babylon.  Every day 
Christians need to have an internal battle 
against the flesh and against the attacks 
of Satan.  Please continue praying for 
these youth so they can learn more about 
this great example of the Old Testament, 
the great Daniel. And pray for the 
Church in general, that we can follow 
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Be self-controlled and alert. Your   
enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the 
faith, because you know that your 
brothers throughout the world are   
undergoing the same kind of suffer-
ings.  0And the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be 
the power for ever and ever, amen.   
(1 Peter 5:8-11) 
 

God bless you,   
Marcelino Rodriguez Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #3 

Obedience Isn’t What It Used to Be 
1 John 2:3-11 

 
Just at the end of the first Christian century, there was only __________ 
of the original Twelve Apostles still living.  In his old age, he was horri-
fied at a recasting of the _____________  _____________ by some who 
loved their ______________  _____________ more than they loved the 
___________________! 
 
The reinterpretation of the gospel by these false teachers had the effect 
of reinterpreting the whole idea of _____________. 
 
The gospel has given us a new confidence about _________;  it has also 
allowed us to see ________________ in a radically different light. 
 
If what you ___________ doesn’t ___________ who you are, you really 
don’t ________________ anything at all. 
 
Even though this is not a new command in _____________, it is new in 
_________________. 
Because of Jesus, the old _____________________ has taken on a new 
_________________. 
 
¨ It is new in E ____________________________ (v.7) 
¨ It is new in E ____________________________ (v.8) 
¨ It is new in E ____________________________ (v. 9-11) 
 
He believes that the light of God’s ________________ can be presented 
to the world only by a church/community of faith that ______________ 
the light of God’s love. 
 
You have been drawn out of _____________ darkness into the beautiful 

___________ of God’s ____________________. 


