As we get deeper into our study o
1 John, I can't help but make some of the fol-
lowing observations that we face today s
Christians. God doesn’t want just a part of oyr
life, just three hours on Sunday and maybe an
hour on Wednesday. God wants our entire life.
Spirituality is a matter of living every moment
for God. Often we try to replace spirituality
with religiosity.

Simply put—we try to cover up our
inability to allow God to transform us with an exterdaplay of
what we think a Christian should look like. At times, thénk
spiritual maturity is about how much biblical or theotmdiinfor-
mation we have acquired. We put on a good show by doinigeall
things Christian’s should do. . .like taking communioeading "
scripture, bowing our heads and putting our hands togethen w|
we pray, or saying I'll keep you in my prayers. Arelvgéng trans- m %
formed or are we still waiting to be formed into timeage of (&)
Christ?
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Sometimes we look down at those who are not sensngla
hard as we are. Often times we are judgmental and eesrt re- # ( + &
alize it. We condemn the individual who is wrestlinggts their
life right with God but just isn’t as faithful as we akecoming to $% £
church. We focus solely on outward behavior and igriaearner
being; you know those secret sins that we hide. * - .% |/

What is theright understandingf spiritual life? "0
If someone were to ask yohpw is your spiritual life | |
going what would you say? 0 *& *+
How do you define spirituality? "0 1 2
How do you gauge spiritual progress or growth?

' &- .#- /0 "
“Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”
(1 John 2:6) ' &

To pursue spiritual life means simply this: To know Jesus
more intimately and to live as if he were in your plac&o, , : :
how are you doing walking in the light?? # / 2 #

Patrick # / '

g@ou are visiﬁ;zg wWith ws this marni;zg we want fto welcome YO as our bonored jue_vf.

e Pray that our Warsﬁip will 6r1‘;29 G/ar:y to God and be a source af encour@gement‘ fo Yo



Lost—Please be on the lookout for a book titeeking the
Unseen.Connie Ausmus has misplaced her copy. Thanks!

Church members—Kyle Jones, David/Amy Johnson, LTC— Fees are due by Sunday, February 220 per

Payden Daniels, Sarah Sissel, Lillian Taylor, Pat QUS narticipant ands20 per non-participant. Please give your
Petra Cooke, Sandra Leath, Robert Wilson, Alieen darrokees to Doug or Jill Faires.

Debbie Whitten, Molly Woodall, Charlotte Cannon,

Travis/Libby Trussell, Johnny Houser, John Gentry, LutherTC Meeting—There will be a brief meeting this morning
Lilly, Maureen Gordon, Edythe MclIntosh, Ora Hendersonin Room 6 following morning worshipSee you there!
Friends & family— Robert Padgett, Dale Hyman, Beverly

Cope, Beulah Bennington, Kathleen Simpkins, Jeri Mari8ympathy—We extend our condolencesBobby Clanton
Robinson, Shawn Jordan, Buddy Flanary, Dusti Gaitheupon the passing of his mothéteggy Clanton this past
Mike Shields, Craig Hamilton, Melanie Helm, Crystalweek. Mrs. Clanton was laid to rest in Honey Grove on
Offutt, Mrs. Don Preston, Patsy Gregg, Billie Hippatist Thursday.

Phillip Nabors, Chris Wofert, Donna Johnson.

Deployed military personnel Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson/

Zack Moss (Irag). February 18—Blood Drive Report
_________________________________ We had a good response to our first blood drive of 2009.{ The
: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks : 29 individuals who came donated 31credits to our acc(:ﬁ;unt.
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer neddmat... | || Carter Blood Care personnel did a very good job of maying
| the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl I people through the process.

If you wish to donate blood during the year, you mait Hse
Carter Blood Care office at 3305 Loop 286, Suite E, orj|call
903-785-9399 or 1-800-366-2834. Hours of operationf|are
Mon-Fri, 9am to 5:30pm, except on Thur, 11am to 8:0Qpm,
and Sat-9am to 2pm. We have a church account (#7494) so

Prayer Request: David Peace came forward last [|You may designate your donation to the church.

Sunday asking that God give him direction for hifPlease remember that because of our good response, arnjf mem

life. Please keep him in your prayers. ber of the congregation may receive credits for blood redgjve
for which there is no ability to pay, such as insurance

Prayer Request from Jail Ministry:Michael Carr Blood donations are also a wonderful way to give back tq| our

asks for your prayers for guidance and help. community. Please make plans now to participate in ext|n
blood drive April 22, 2009.

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Hot Ham & Cheese Rolls!

KFC Boys News—¥ you have a son iK—3rd grade who
has not participated in picking up cards but wdikle to do
so, please see Tanya. We are trying to encoufage
younger boys to step up and the older boys willehav
different service to do.The ones already helping with this
are doing a wonderful job!

Older boysAth—5th grade who are still interested in
serving, please let Tanya know. It would be a tgeeh of
service to help David and Joe by picking up the tgrapm- COMING EVENTS
munion cups after Sunday morning worship. Make s$hie nee
is okay with your parents first, then see Tanya simel will
organize this group.

This will give the younger boys a chance tipland two

Family LIFE Groups—March 1

*kk

groups will prevent so many boys rushing to thekbtc Middle School Retreat—March 14-15

help at the same time. Thanks for all the hardkwaru *kk

gi?aer;;}g?/s have done up till now and keep beingoadg LTC Convention—April 10-12
KFC parents, please remember to tuni€amp Schol- _ o

arship forms promptly for this summer. Give them to High School Retreat—May 1-3

Tanya.
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You have three wishes
but they are not for you.
Instead, they are wisheg

half of your children|
What would yo
choose? Let's get the
obvious out of the way.
You would want the

to be a Christian. Yet,
what kind of Christian do you want them
to be? Do you want them to serve, teac
lead, encourage, or help the church?
you want your child to be compassiona
independent, humble, confident, or merc

ful? 1t is hard to choose what you might

that | would find a Christian wife to en-
courage me in my faith. They didn’t pray

just once in awhile for these two things but

every night. They bathed those two wishe
for my life in prayer. Unfortunately, as
parents we don’t always pray for thes
types of things often enough. [ think mor¢
than ever we need to bathe our children
future walk with God and their future
spouses in prayer. Many teens leave| th
church and God when they go off |tg
school. Others don’t think marriage has
include a Christian person. God can

vert anyone he wants, but how much easi

for our children when their choices reflect

what God wants to give each of us whe
we walk close to him. | encourage you t
pray on your knees this week for your chil
dren and grandchildren and their spiritug
lives in Christ.

YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES
—Youth Devotional tonight

following

church at the home of Kyle and Monijca
at

P

Jones. We will take a van from churc
6pm and return by 8pm. Bring $2 for food.
—Kings Breakfastat W-Burger by Nortl
Lamar on Thursday, February"28:15am.

—MLK church of Christ visit.. Any teens
and parents are invited to.g@/e will go
there on March ®1to visit their new buildin

cussing unity in the body and what keeps
apart in Bible class. Jered will take the

—Middle School Retreais at Deer Run on
March 14-15. The cost is $35 and you can si
up on the youth board.

ot to contaminate themselves with

jistrong, firm and steadfast.To him be

In the His-
panic  congregatio
last Sunday we m
with the youth. We
have 6 young peop
who are getting read
for the next youtt
rally in Texarkana
Texas. We are stud
ing the book of Daniel. They will b
Ndoing Bible Bowl over the first 6 cha
fers of this book. I'm really proud
*this group because they won the last
‘contests in Sherman last year, one on
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~book of Philippians and the other on
sgook of Proverbs. They received fi
place over more than 15 congregati
represented. Please pray for them
their effort. We know that it is not in
portant just to win a contest; we kn
that the important thing is the knowled
of the Bible and obeying the exampl
iving a good Christian life.

o When Daniel and his frien
swere taken into captivity by Nebucha
#ezzar he was around 14 years old
for three years they trained them to
ngervants in the court of Babylon. But
and his friends purposed in their he

s
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'Sin and idolatry of Babylon. Every d

ay
e{:hristians need to have an internal bz

att
fgainst the flesh and against the attz
hof Satan. Please continue praying
-these youth so they can learn more a
lthis great example of the Old Testam
the great Daniel. And pray for t
Church in general, that we can foll
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Be self-controlled and alert. You
enemy the devil prowls around like
roaring lion looking for someone t
devour. Resist him, standing firm in th
faith, because you know that yo
brothers throughout the world ar
undergoing the same kind of suffe
NAgs. °And the God of all grace, wh
“called you to his eternal glory in Chrig
!Sfter you have suffered a little while
will himself restore you and make yd
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1the power for ever and ever, amen.
(1 Peter 5:8-11)

gn God bless you,
Marcelino Rodriguez Jr.

thet

acki

These past few weel
my family and | have
all battled fevers
headaches, bod
aches, stuffy nose
wracking coughs, an
the feeling of tota
exhaustion. Durin
all this time God ha
tested my patienc
and showed me how little of it | rea
have. First, when | got sick, | kept te
ing myself that | didn’t have time to

(?ick; | should just get up and get goi
X didn’'t have the patience to just sl
Gown, stop, and allow my body to re
The result was | ended up flat on

Iback for a second go-round. Whe
Started to feel better then others sta
nfkeling worse. | soon grew tired of k
ing the nurse in our household. “Hc
me! Rub my back! My head hurts!
sneed something! I'm thirsty! Is it tim
for my medicine? I'm not hungry fq
‘that.” Don’t get me wrong, | love m
kids and | could truly say that | felt the
pain. However, | quickly grew imp
rtient with them or at least of our circu
ngtances. This made me think how G
emust grow tired or impatient with me
ctimes. The things | complain about

glifferent but the unrest is the same
old my kids if they would just be sti
go to sleep and rest, and stop dwel
on how much they hurt or didn't feel

ood, then their body would get better.
hy is that such a hard thing to obey?
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He is always patient with us when Wwe
fail time and time again to turn in his
direction and find rest. God is the epit-

when we all don’t feel good!!!
KFC News:

help with VBS this summer.

set for this areluly 23¢9 — 25",
your calendars NOW and prepare| to
have a great time with our kidBleas
consider being a volunteer this year.




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .

Life in Holy Community #3
Obedience Isn't What It Used to Be
1 John 2:3-11

Just at the end of the first Christian century, theae anly

of the original Twelve Apostles still living. In hisdoage, he was horr
by some w
more than they loved th

fied at a recasting of the
loved their

The reinterpretation of the gospel by these false aradtad the effect
of reinterpreting the whole idea of

The gospel has given us a new confidence about
allowed us to see

in a radically different light.

doesn'’t
anything at all.

If what you
don’t

who you are, you

Even though this is not a new command in , itign

Because of Jesus, the old has taken on

Itis newin E (v.7)
Itis newin E (v.8)
Itis newin E (v. 9-11)
He believes that the light of God’s can be pres

to the world only by a church/community of faith that

:alsbas

reall

an

sent

the light of God’s love.

You have been drawn out of
of God’s

darkness into the beautif@l
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