
Tom Rainer is the president of Church Central 
and Rainer Group Church Consulting.  He    
specializes in researching the hearts and mind-
set of the unchurched and why they choose not 
to be involved with a local church.  Some of his 
findings have been surprising and defy the con-
ventional wisdom many Christians have about 
the unchurched.  The following surprises were 
recently published and I found them to be help-
ful as we reach out to our friends and neighbors.  

Here are some of the findings:  
Surprise #1:  Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church on 
Sunday morning because that is the time they have always heard 
church should be. 
Surprise #2:  Most of the unchurched feel guilty about not attend-
ing church, especially among adults who had children. 
Surprise #3:  96% of the unchurched are at least somewhat likely 
to attend church if they are invited. 
Surprise #4:  Very few of the unchurched had someone share with 
them how to become a Christian.  And Christians had not been  
particularly influential in their lives.  
The main point is this:  The unchurched must be invited to church!  
I am encouraged to see so many within our family at Lamar Avenue 
reach out and invite a friend to worship, LIFE Groups, etc.  As a 
church, let’s pray for all of us to have the courage to simply invite. 
 

Patrick  
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes  4:00 @  Hargis 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt                 5:00 @  McCarter 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @  Building 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley              12:00 @  J/K Daniels 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall              12:00 @  Woodall 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                            12:00 @  Bee Hive 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ              12:00 @  Christ 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                      12:00 @  Building 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton                5:00 @  G/D Gage 
Group—10—Peace/Wood               12:00 @  Peace 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence                6:00 @  Building 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore               12:00 @  Poore 
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Church members—Pat Houser, Petra Cooke, Sandra 
Leath, Robert Wilson, Alieen Carroll, Debbie Whitten, 
Molly Woodall, Heather Cannon, Charlotte Cannon, Travis 
Trussell, Johnny Houser,  John Gentry, Luther Lilly, Libby 
Trussell, Mierlan Payne, Maureen Gordon, Kimberly 
Daniels, Edythe McIntosh, Ora Henderson, Jerry Allen.  
Friends & family— Bill Detherage, Corey Gray, Susie 
Bristow, Davis Buster, Naida Prough, Beulah Bennington, 
Tristan Chapman, Kathleen Simpkins, Jackie Buchanan, 
Mike Shields,   Thomas McGee, Juanita McFadden, Jill 
Maples, Presley Nicholson, Dr. Mel Young. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson / 
Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—Today 
*** 

Blood Drive—February 18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 

Camp Deer Run “Day Camp”—is scheduled for 3rd      
session, June 22-25.  All day campers (ages 5-8) must 
register at www.campdeerrun.com.  The cost is $65 
and you may pay a deposit or full payment at this 
time.  If you have any questions, please see Angie Duren. 
 
Thank You Notes—Thank you so much for all the 
donations for our Justiss kids to help with our annual 
Christmas for Kids project.  It is because of generous 
people like you that we were able to help 100 kids this 
year.  Thanks again for your generosity.  
          All the Faculty & Staff at Justiss Elementary 
 
Thank you so much for bringing the ham, canned 
goods, and household items to me and my son at 
Models of the Maker.  I had been sick for some time.  
Your gift was a reminder that God loves me!  (I am 
well now, and so is my son.)  Thanks so much for 
your generosity!         Donna & Colton Hamilton 

 
Kiddie Kollege Need—Jill Faires (art teacher) needs 
(1) gal. plastic ice-cream buckets with handles for her 
Easter basket project for the children.  Buckets may 
be placed on the shelves just outside the elementary 
wing hallway.  
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée: Taco Salad  

CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:00pm—8:15pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or do not feel well 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 

Charles & Barbara Richards 
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I was reading something this week that 
discussed church.  The author entitled his 
essay, “How I Go Without Getting     
Angry?”  I was intrigued by the title so I 
began reading.  It discussed how the 
church has become more like an institu-
tion and less like the body of Christ. 
Ouch!  It went on to discuss how more 

spiritual formation goes on outside the church than inside.  
This author felt like he was welcomed at church but never 
truly family. He felt like an adopted child that didn’t really 
fit.  He went on to say that people were more interested in 
selling Jesus than being Jesus.  I don’t know how many of 
his statements ring true for Christians, but I do know we 
have work to do as Christ’s church.  Yes, it is true the 
church may seem more like a building with certain rules 
rather than the people loving us like Jesus.  It may also be 
true that we talk Jesus better than we actually live him out.  
The church is a human entity and as humans we are bro-
ken and flawed.  I know most churches try to do the best 
they can with who and what they have.  Churches don’t 
always get to pick their membership, so the church must 
grow and adapt with those that claim to be the church at a 
particular location.  I do feel challenged by the essay to 
not get angry with the church but instead work to be a part 
of the solution.  In many ways our Restoration Movement 
150 years ago was an attempt to get rid of the institution 
and just be Christians.  It also was about action and not 
about talk.  I hope that as time has gone on we haven’t 
forgotten our roots and become something we sought to 
change in the first place.  My challenge for us this week is 
to love those around us just the way they are. I also pray 
God will use us to change first ourselves and then maybe 
use us to change the people around us.   
 

In Him, Jered 
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—King’s Breakfast is Thursday, February 5th at     
W-Burger by North Lamar. 
—Sing Song is February 20-21 and is a family trip. 
We have 20 tickets reserved and we would like an 
indication of who might be going so we can plan to 
have enough tickets. If interested sign up at youth 
board. 
 

“ In the House of Carpus” 
When you come, bring the cloak that I 
left with Carpus at Troas, and my 
scrolls, especially the parchments.       
(2 Tim 4:13) 
 
In this verse we see that the Apostle Paul 
asked Timothy to bring the books and 

the parchments, why? They were probably parts of the 
Bible or letters that Paul was going to send to a church or 
person.  We do not know for sure, but we are sure it was 
something the Apostle thought was very important.      
Perhaps this is a good example of how we need to view 
the Bible and all the notes and books in relationship with 
the Bible.   
 
I think we need to appreciate the blessing and privilege it 
is to have the Bible in our hands.  Now we have all the 
books together, but century’s ago they did not have that 
privilege. Even to make copies of each letter or book was 
a very hard work that took a lot of time, a work of the 
“masorets”.  They were the persons in charge of writing 
the book while another dictated from the original.  Now it 
is so easy to have a Bible, but let me ask you something. 
Do we really appreciate our Bibles? Do we really know 
how to use our Bibles?  Are we really the “students” of the 
Bible?   
 
The apostle Peter said: 
And we have the word of the prophets made more       
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a 
light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.  Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by 
the prophet's own interpretation.  For prophecy never 
had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.   
(2 Peter 1:19-21) 
 
Carpus was privileged to have the word of God in his 
home.  Well, it’s the same privilege you and I have.  Let’s 
be thankful to God for this wonderful blessing.  Let’s 
study and read our Bibles more. 
 

God bless you and thank you,  
Marcelino Rodriguez Jr. 

(1 Peter 4:11) 
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