For all you baseball fans, you will
remember Orel Hershiser, who used to pitch for
the Los Angeles Dodgers. They had just wgn
the World Series, and Orel had been named the
Most Valuable Player. One of the TV showp
about the series showed him in the dugout jyst
before the 9th inning started. He was leanirg
against the wall, and his lips were movind.

When Orel appeared as a guest on the
Tonight Show, Johnny Carson asked him whpt
he had been saying. "l wasn’t saying anything
Orel responded. "Well then, tell us what you were doingally
Orel replied, "I was singing." Johnny said, "You were singingj |
didn’t know you were a singer. Come on, let's here Attid Orel
said, "Nah. | don’'t want to." And the audience clapped said,
"Yeah! Let’s hear it! Finally Orel Hershiser statt® sing:"Praise
God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures hgre
below. Praise him above Ye heavenly host. Praise Fatherai@bn
Holy Ghost! Amen!”

Johnny Carson sat at his desk speechless. The whole qudi-

ence was dead silent. Then one person stood up and stafged |c | "y $ %
ping, and soon the whole audience joined in applause. \Wdss : 0
Orel's way of saying, "Lord, the only reason I'm a Mdgluable
Player is because you are a Most Valuable God. You'eeohe %& ' ()
who gave me my ability. You're the reason why my liges been so
blessed. Lord, | respect you, adore you and love you." ;
As we look at Mary’'s Song in Luke 1 this morning, wg !

will see that she was not singing about herself, shepraxtaiming
the salvation of God. Her soul was glorifying, and Bpirit was #$% &
rejoicing in God her Savior. It's something for yand | to think
about for our own life.

S G O ,
You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. ' (" / / 9
Group—1—1J. Spencer/Wickes 5:00 @ Hargis’
Group—2—Benedick/Gage 12:00 @ Johnson’s
Group—3—Cannon/McGee 12:00 @ Gillie’s 0p * (*
Group—4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley 12:00 @ Old Kitchen
Group—5—Jones/Logan 12:00 @ K. Jones’ * 4 |* _
Group——6—Vinson/Bulls/Fowler 12:00 @ Keele's ) ’
Group—7——Bollman/Thielman 12:00 @ C. Jones’
Group—38—C. Spencer/C. Spencer 5:00 @ J. Daniels
Group—9—Fendley 5:00 @ Gentry's + 1+
Group—10—Peace/Wood 5:00 @ Wood's
Group—11—Faires/Anderson 12:00 @ Old Kitchen *
Group—12—J. Cannon/Poore 12:00 @ Outreach Bldp. )

We are blessed to have you here with us as we worslgijptind. We would love to get to know you better and answegrarestions
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various rsinés at Lamar Avenue. May God bless you and your family.



gift card...we were overwhelmed by all the love amidkess
shown by our church family.
Joel McGee & Dori Tye

Church members—Mark Barnett, Charlie Parkman, Ed

Bullard, Payden Daniels, Ann Huffman, Lindsay MA88r geopeyglence Panty/Clothes ClosetWe are still in desperate
Dolores Parker, Ozella Lilly, Ellie Bivens, DebtSenith, Jerry o4 of children’s winter clothingNew hourswill be put into
Pearce, Jean King. _ _ . place for 2010. Starting January, we will be open2ihe and
Friends & family: James/Mike LeFan, Lil Guest, Bobbie 4, Wednesdaysof each month from 1:00—3:00pm. This
Hiner, Leanne Goodwin, Phil Fletcher, Jan Jenkatah. i give us time to get supplies, restock shelves, andegely
Dennison, Joseph Gilmore, David Nelson, Kenny RwSSOfor the next opportunity to assist people who come fig. he
Jerry Smith, Joan Fields, Nancy Blount, Tabitha rHgdim

Vinson, David Hinkle, Cody Davidson, Ray Faires,b§0 Meals for Bereaved Families Ministry—Have you ever
Whitaker, Randy Nation, Royce Fouse, Amber Offutt. wanted to be part of the Calvary who rides to the rescue?
Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (United Arab Here’s your chance! Please contact Naomi Basseklany
Emirates), James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Rob FrafRussell  Sharber if you are willing to be a “back-up helper” fotra
Nelson / Dustin Anderson (Iraq)). large family meals or when any of the regular helpess ar
Prayer requests: Contact the church office or e-mail @olly-  unavailable to set up and serve. This is a wonderful tnjnis
woodall@suddenlink.net Save her blog under “Favorites” in your that makes a very difficult time in our families’ liveslittle
computer: www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com easier to bear.

F————— e e —— -1 Secret Sister Tea—bBecember 13th from 3:00—5:00pm in
I

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks |  Room 6. Bring your final gift and draw new names.

|
: Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusae. .. :
! the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl | PJC Lady Dragons—f you can help provide meals for these

young ladies over the holidays, please sign-up at the Welcom
Center. See Derald Bulls if you have any questions.

! # ' I Carter Blood Care—Lamar Avenue has a new account num-
ber if you would like to donate blood to our church account.

Baptized: Michael Clifford was baptized on November 21st. The new number iSPON-044609 Thanks in advance for

He is the son of Eric & Melanie Clifford. your gift of life!
New Members: Please make the following folks feel right at
home at Lamar Avenuélelcome to the family! Ladies Bible Class will not meet again until January 13th.

Rusty & Carol Booker...Taylor, Michah and Raegan
3505 Abby Lane, Paris, TX 75462 903-783-0400

Terry & Carol James
3130 Pride Circle, Paris, TX 75460 903-905-4038

Pearl Holmes
320 Stone Ave., Apt. 117, Paris, TX 75460 903-737-4328

Brittany Twitty
2655 40th St. SE, Paris, TX 75462 903-517-0178

" # ! COMING EVENTS. ..

Sympathy—We extend our condolences ferry & Carol

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Taco Soup

Jamesupon the loss of their sister-in-laMary Kelly ; Molly Family LIFE Groups—TODAY
Woodall upon the loss of her cousihgonard Trapp; Sean ke
Lebeaufupon the loss of his sistétjcole Lebeauf Secret Sister Tea—December 13
*k*
Congratulations—Mike & Linda Erwin are happy to .
announce the arrival dfliss Aubrey Elizabeth Erwin. Kent Elder/Deacon Blblf*ftUdy_December 14

and Joni are her proud parents. )
Men's “42” Night—January 7
Thank You Notes—Thank you so much for hosting our wed- falaied

ding shower (group#4). We appreciate the extra time pents Winterfest—Januarv 15-17
to plan and organize all the details. Thanks for the-Méak erfest—January 15

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and mcﬁirg out to those in need "
|
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The city of Jerich
was the enemy strong-
hold God had miracu-
lously conquered far
Israel at the time of the
conquest. Jericho’
strong walls blocke
the way into the lan

of blessing that Go
had promised to His people. Their defed
opened up the whole central portion| g
the Promised Land for Israel. A good
theme verse to remember when thinkin
about how God fought for the Israelites
would be 2 Corinthians: 3-5'For though
we live in the world, we do not wage wa
as the world does. The weapons we fig
with are not the weapons of the world.
the contrary, they have divine power| tc
demolish strongholds. We demolish argd
ments and every pretension that sets its¢
up against the knowledge of God, and|w
take captive every thought to mak
obedient to Christ." In the days of th
judges, Jericho had fallen into ene
hands again. The pagan king, Eglon, ¢
Moab had established his throne in th
very place where God had brought such
tremendous victory to His people! Unfor-
tunately, conqueredlerichos can onc
again come under enemy control. Thi
one of the important lessons of Judge

If we do not continue to persevere in he!

faith, the Jerichos and sin we onc
conquered can again become problem
The enemy is persistent and delight
creeping back into our life. The gopd
news is that the enemy and our sin ca
driven out again. The area of Jericho
part of the "Promised Land" God gave t
Israel. And conqueredkerichosare part o
theland of blessingsod has given to His
believers. No enemy forces should |a
claim to us nor should they establis
permanent foothold in our life. If yqu
remember, the judge Ehud killed ki
Eglon to free Israel from the king's
oppression. As Ehud removed Eglon fron
his illegal throne in Jericho, so believer
can, by faith, remove Satan and fth
strongholds of sin he has put around|u
We must be like Ehud. We need to|b
dedicated and determined to follow th
Lord in spite of the many compromising
attitudes and struggles around us.

-rpe thus minded: and if in any thing ye

The Church of Christ
“The Perfect Church,
the Imperfect Church”
God is perfect Jesu
is perfect the Holy
Spirit is perfect the
Bible is perfect and
the Church of Christ is
perfect How can w
,say that we are perfect? Because we ha
foeen purchased by the perfect bloo
Jesus Christ, and that makes us perfe
ven though physically we are not. Som
-times the people around us do not unde
stand this idea and they criticize the
rchurch.  They also criticize this biblical
nerincipal. | like to explain it in this wayi,..
nthat we are perfect, but also we are pe
yfectible. The wordperfectionin a few
words means: "To finish; to bring to an
~gnd.” In the church, we are looking fo
derfection every day when we try to dg
{our best to please God.
(Philippians 3:12-15) Not as thoug
ad already attained, either were already
perfect: but | follow after, if that | may
@pprehend that for which also | am
prehended of Christ Jesus. Brethre
count not myself to have apprehendec
but this one thing | do, forgetting thase
dhings which are behind, and reaching
dorth unto those things which are befare

the high calling of God in Christ Jesus
d et us therefore, as many as be perfec
b
otherwise minded, God shall reveal eye

pthis unto you.
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for all teens is
December 12. The theme this year
yWild West meets a Rocker World. Si
aup on youth board. Meet at the churck
catch a ride by 5:30pm to go to our fi
stop. We will be done and back at
church by 9:30pm.

n is January 15-17 in Arling
Ston, Texas. Winterfest is a tremend
gyouth conference where more than 5
Sstudents gather to spend a weekend g
eing spiritually. Total cost is $75, unle
eyou missed the early bird deadline, wh
means the total cost for teens still neec
to sign up is now $100.
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PThow blessed we really are.

" press toward the mark for the prize| of

You know,
we all can get in our
complain mode and
find things wrong
with everything fro
our jobs, to ou
family situations, t
whatever. Howeve
it amazes me ho
much we all really
ffave to be thankful for. We just have
bfook at life through different glasses.

took turns sharing what we w
thankful for and appreciated in life.

discussed health, jobs, family ti
warm home, food to eat, church family,
"privileges to do things, and even toys
is good to even appreciate the si
things in lifel As we discussed th

times. Listen to your kids and find
what they are thankful for. It just puts
in perspective sometimes. We all get
bogged down with jobs, parenting, and
activities so much that we lose sight of
We allpw

Ithings or people to steal our joy and \we
dget in our complain mode or we tend to
2focus on the negative things in our life.

yWe feel burdened and overwhelmed at
times. We really have a whole lot more

blessings to be thankful for, but we have
to learn to focus on those. In 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:16-18, it states,B& joyful
tzsllways, pray continually, give thanksin
Fall circumstances, for this is God's

steal your joy. Be thankful! Be an
ample to your kids and teach them to

corner, it is a good time to talk with
kids about how blessed they are.
ttoy sacrifice our KFC group is parti
cpating in is a good way to remind
kids that it is more important to give
than to receive. AND, how important it
g’s to be thankful for all they already have
nd be mindful and aware of those who
re less fortunate than they are.

’\(Jpcominq Events:

Rudolph Party (preschoolers) — Ded @
6:30. Bring a wrapped gift for your child.
¢KFC Christmas Party (K9 - Dec. 11 @
6:30. Bring an unwrapped gift for our tay
sacrifice.




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .

Stories that Transform Our Lives #2
A Song Worth Singing
Luke 1:46-55

God her to be the mother of the savior of the worlthis
song, the focus of Mary’s praise is
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Instead of being full of and D4 e %
She instead understands the of () *+ )
Down deep, in her soul and spirit, she desires to U,
the Lord. /01 23, *
&0' /11, 3@@%
&0' 4 3,
As Mary shows us, we are to recognize that... WE REJONCE " ) #
GOD WHO $ )) ) )#
& H##t &
Three decisions by God that reflect an element of 35133, -
+5+ (63 /1,
Decision #1 is F (48-50). +0('637 3+05, )AL
To pick Mary was an act of For Hinfto. 78 ., 9ul 1
choose you and | was an act of @ S s b eRe GEi oo !
RIS
What Mary finds is that God looks down on those with mercy wh 4 6666666666. 66666  6.6.6. B 5o
and are fillgd & 666666666666666666666666.49
with a regard for Him. % TR TR
& " 66660664666666606666066.
Decision #2 is F (51-53). C+) $ 66666666666666....666666...
( THTTITRTITHY
Decision #3 is F (54-55). 66666.6666666..66666666....5>

The covenant promise made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and David still holds. God is , and that
is worth

about!
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