
 A boy told his father, "Dad, if three 
frogs were sitting on a limb that hung over a 
pool, and one frog decided to jump off into the 
pool, how many frogs would be left on the 
limb?" The dad replied, "Two." "No," the son 
replied. "There are three frogs and one decides 
to jump, how many are left?" The dad said, 
"Oh, I get it, if one decides to jump, the others 
would too. So there are none left." The boy said, 
"No dad, the answer is three. The frog only DE-
CIDED to jump." Does that sound like last 

year’s resolution? Great inspiration and great resolutions, but often 
times we only decide, and months later we are still on the same 
limb of do-nothing. 
  It’s hard to believe that we are entering into a new year—
2009.  What do you anticipate for this year? Are you full of enthusi-
asm, looking forward eagerly to what each day will bring?  The 
Apostle Paul was never one to let circumstances conquer him. 
Rather, with the help of God, he was determined to win the victor’s 
crown. Listen as his attitude, dedication, and determination shine 
through in these words from Philippians 3:12-14. 
 "I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind & straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus."  As we 
will see from our study in Hebrews 12 this morning, the important 
thing for you and I on a daily basis is to simply look to Jesus.  May 
the Lord bless you and keep you as you travel the journey of the 
Christian faith in this New Year. 

�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
� ���

���������	
����
�
������������

������������������������������	
�	�
��������������� ���������������������

��������������

�������� ����	
���
����������	
����
�
��������

�����	
���
���������������	�
����������	������������	�
���������������������	
���
�����������������
��������������

������������� ��!"��##��
"��������
 ������!����������
�����$%���"
����&	��

���������� ���������������	�
�'(���
)�������*����+"%����	�,��%��-.�/"�
0�

����������������������'1�"�%������������1�"�%�)�
'�%2)�������-"���3��1�"%�����	���#����

�������"� ���������������	�
��4��*�����/"�
5�

������%�	�+"%��6.���72"	�,��%�� '1�"�%��"	#.�8�)�
�
�������#$����	��		��������
������%	����	
�� �

������##�*��#�����3"9���": �,��%�;�<������������
�����*���<������� "	
��:%#�

�����*"��		��
&��������'
��(������	�	)�

��4��=�����"��9�����"���%����	�,��%������������
&
��
���%	�*����+��"�*�	���	�	,������
-.����	���

���"����+��+����
������
��	��
&
��
���%	� ������
���	�.����	���

!+����"�&��+��� �
� &��"�
�����,��  ����/�������
� &���(��,� � /���������*����"��0�

You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes               TBA 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt               12:00 @  Barnett 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee                5:00 @  Cato 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley                6:00 @  Building 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall                1:00 @  Bee Hive 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                            12:00 @  Brown 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ                5:00 @  Tribbey 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                        5:00 @  Kerby 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton                5:00 @  C/M Jones 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @  Tackett 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence                1:00 @  Bee Hive 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore              12:00 @  Cooper 
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Church members—Doug Owens, Robyn Figgins, 
Jeannie Lamb, Peggy Wright, Matt Hanley, Gail 
Usry, Megan/Devlon McMillan, Gibson Dyess, Rita 
Pringle, Laura Janes, Maureen Gordon, Petra Cooke, 
Bill King, Lynn Lowrey.  
Friends & family— Christine Cannon, Dusti Gaither, 
Louise Skidmore, Irene Rambo, Glynese McNabb, 
Brayden Faulkner, David Buster, Charles/Taylor 
Usry, Mark/Phyllis Giguere, R. D. Sprinkle, Charles 
Ray McEwin,   Dorothy Hamil, George Kimbrough, 
Kristin Brockington, Marcia Putnam, Robert Bynum, 
Glenn/Wayne Brannan, Rickey McFadden, Dick 
Logan, Christine Cannon, Pressley Nicholson. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Marcel 
Cooke /Charles Anabale / Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—TODAY 
*** 

Winterfest—January 16-18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 

Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Roy & 
Anna Bolton upon the loss of Anna’s brother, Robert 
Bynum.  Mr. Bynum was laid to rest on Friday,     
December 26th.  Our sympathy also goes out to the 
family of our sister, Joan Sanders.  Joan went home 
to her Lord on Tuesday, December 30th.  Her grave-
side service was held in Blossom on Friday. Please 
keep these families in your prayers. 
 
Directory Changes—Please notify the church office 
whenever you have changes to your family informa-
tion printed in our directory.  Since we no longer mail 
out the bulletin, we are not notified of address 
changes by the Post Office.  It is also nice to have  
current telephone numbers and job changes in our  
database.  You can call changes into the office     

 

(903-785-0387) or send us an e-mail at                 
lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com. 
 
Thank You Note—Words cannot describe the emo-
tions brought forth by the expressions of sympathy 
and caring shown to me and my family by each of 
you in the recent loss of my step-dad.  Thank you so 
much for all the cards, calls, visits, and flowers.  
These things made it so much easier for my family 
during that time.  Again, thank you so much.   

Jerry & Diane McFadden 

��	������ !�"��#��!�������	������ !�"��#��!�������	������ !�"��#��!�������	������ !�"��#��!������ ���

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Pancakes! 

Prayer & Thanksgiving:  Laura Janes came forward last 
Sunday to share good news regarding her health issues and 
to ask for your continued prayers.  May God continue to 
bless her as she relies on Him for healing.  

Benevolence Report 
In 2008, during our weekly Wednesday benevo-
lence ministry, assistance was provided on 599   
occasions to 424 families in the amount of $16, 943.  
This is in addition to the gifts given from our food 
pantry and clothes closet.  The primary needs     
provided included food and clothing.  Fuel vouchers 
were also made available depending on the circum-
stances and need, such as for medical appointment 
or job search.  Assistance with utilities, rent, etc. are 
also made available but are priority for church 
members.  The assistance noted above does not   
include the Christmas baskets provided this year.  
Those assisting in the benevolence ministry are  
Sandra Carrell, Mary Sharber, Vicki Humphrey, 
Martha Tingle, Vera Wilson, Laquieta Lawrence, 
Dot Campbell, Don Lawrence, Kenneth Smith and 
Richard Peace. 



mail at                 
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As I mentioned last Sunday, the year 
of Jubilee was a time of celebration.  
Trumpets blew and people returned to 
the land of their ancestors and family.  
Our New Years celebration is similar 
regarding our celebration for another 
year together.  Our New Year is also 
filled with resolutions and new op-

portunities.  I know economists are hoping for a bet-
ter year for our country.  Some of us need a second 
chance with our spiritual lives and a second chance to 
look in the mirror and try to do better.  As far as cele-
bration with family, of course that is important.  The 
year of Jubilee emphasized family.  We also, as the 
church, should emphasize the importance of being 
together.  Maybe 2009 means working on getting to 
know more people here at Lamar Avenue.  Finally, 
God reminded people to not harvest the crops on the 
seventh year and to keep it for him.  He told them the 
blessings of the sixth year would overwhelm them 
and they would not need to harvest the seventh year.  
He also told them to honor his commands because 
they were really just tenants working his land any-
way.  Isn’t it a good reminder to realize that God will 
bless us with all we need and we shouldn’t worry 
about stock piling for ourselves because God tells us 
he will take care of us?  He also reminds us that we 
don’t really have ownership here anyway and that 
everything belongs to him.  It is a nice reminder to 
remember that our home is somewhere else.  God 
doesn’t want us too focused on this world and miss-
ing out on the next.  He also wants us to look forward 
to what he is going to do in this world and not merely 
focus on ourselves.  Have a Happy New Year!  

In Him, Jered 
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��  and we 
hope all our high school students will make plans to 
go. The cost is $75.  Please pay Robyn Figgins.  We 
plan to meet at the building at 4:30pm to leave for 
Winterfest. 
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"�  is a family trip. We 
have 20 tickets reserved and we would like an indica-
tion of who might be going so we can plan to have 
enough tickets.  If interested, sign up at youth board. 

 Around 2009 years ago our Lord 
Jesus Christ was born to come and die 
on the cross for our salvation.  It is in-
credible how the time is passing so fast. 
I remember in the 80’s how it felt like a 
dream to think about the year 2000, and 
now we are starting 2009.   
 This time of the year is usually a 

time of reflection and maybe is also a good time to exam-
ine ourselves spiritually.  The apostle Paul wrote in 2   
Corinthians  13:5-6, v. 5, “Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith…  How are we doing in this regard?  � I 
encourage you to grow spiritually this new year.  Be more 
faithful to the Lord, read your Bible more, use every op-
portunity to preach about Christ to your love ones, etc…. 
 
Hispanic News: 
 We are sad because some of our Hispanic families 
have recently moved from here to different places.  Our 
brother, Marcos Gonzalez and his family, moved back to 
Mexico to be closer to his family.  His goal is to preach to 
them the gospel of Christ. We encouraged him to find a 
church home in the place where they are going to live. 
 We always try to encourage our brothers who 
move to continue to be faithful to the Lord wherever they 
go, and strengthen the church there.  For us it is sad, and it 
surely affects the attendance of our congregation, but we 
know that we are in the hands of God, and we need to  
continue the work in 2009. 
 
Personal Note: 
 I want to thank God for this wonderful 2008 and 
thank every one of you members of the Lamar Avenue 
Church of Christ for all your support of my Family and 
myself.  Thank you for all your prayers, words of encour-
agement, spiritual and economical support.  Thanks to the 
elders of this congregation, deacons and staff.  I really 
thank God for each one of you. 
 My wish for you and me is that in 2009 we can do 
the will of God the best we can, for His honor and glory.  
Please continue praying for this congregation, the        
Hispanic work, and the two new missions starting this 
year in Brazil and Peru.  Thank you and God bless you. 
(1 Cor. 15:58) 
 

Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Strength for the Journey #15 

Look to Jesus 
Hebrews 12:1-13 

 
We are not saved by our ____________________ but by our 
___________________. 
 
The word race comes from the word ______________, which is 
where we get our word ______________. 
 
Nothing here on earth has the last word about __________, our 
________________ with God, or our _______________ destiny.  
That final word comes from __________ himself! 
 
The path has us learning _________________ and reaching our 
destination through a course that involves __________________. 
 
The supreme and best witness to faith is not _______________,  
_____________, or ______________.  It is _________ himself! 
 
Jesus ________________ for _____________. 
 
From the passion of the ______________ to the throne room of 
_______________—He is the ______________ of our faith. 
 
The promise of God to be with his people is more ____________ 
than anything in this world. 
 

May our prayer be that almighty God will help us to: 
¨ See Jesus ____________________. 
¨ Imitate Him __________________. 
¨ Follow Him __________________. 


