We were reminded this past week d
the fact that change is all around us. W
witnessed history as we saw one Presidg

new leadership will bring to the USA. Peopl
change, often. Our circumstances chang
Sometimes change comes so drastically al
suddenly that we, who tend to be creatures
habit and comfort, are devastated.

The writer to the Hebrews, from beginning to end, h
placed Jesus Christ center stage and encourages um$id&r
Jesus’ better than the prophets, better than the anges, than
Moses, better than the Old Testament economy of ordinar
and feasts and sacrifices; and now, near the closings détér
he says that this One is the same yesterday and todagnge
forever.

| read the following words last week that | thought we
encouraging as we live for the Lord each day: “Hgaded in
my today.” Hebrews 13:5 tells me that He will never &eav
nor forsake me. He is with me. What else do | need&niget
up each day and say, “Thank you Father for this great dais
is a day that you have made, and | will rejoice in it. A &
Yours, and You are mine. Whatever | face today, You are go
to be right there with me. No weapon formed againssinad
prosper, and if You are for me, who can be against nlestiay
is a day of opportunities and unlimited possibilities because |
a child of the King. Yes, | live in a fallen world, agés, | cry

(the 43rd) pass the torch to a new one (44th).
As a nation, we anxiously await what thi
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that is true, | know that greater is He that is in me, than hésth
in the world. | know there is victory in Jesus. “He’s good in
today.”

May the words above encourage us along with t

out, “Who shall deliver me from this body of death?” But, wh’}e
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words at the end of HebrewsMay the God of peace, wh

through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, e
you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work
us what is pleasing to him trough Jesus Christ, to whom be g
forever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21)

Patrick

g@ou are ui:iﬁ;zg with us this marni;zg we want to welcome  YOLs a5 OUr bonored jue_vf.

e Proy that owur Waryﬁip will 6}*}‘;:}9 C}/Dr:y to God and be a source af encaur@ement‘ fo  You.
|



church gatherings and trips. We will miss Pam and know
she is safe in God’s hands. Thanks for your thoughts and
prayers. The John Urbano Family

Church members—Debbie Whitten, Molly Woodall,

Heather Cannon, Charlotte Cannon, Travis Trussellk. . . .
' ., X iddie Kollege Need-dill Faires (art teacher) needs (1)
Johnny Houser, John Gentry, Luther Lilly, Libby Trussellgall plastic ice-cream buckets with handles for herdgast

Mierlan Payne, Maureen Gordon, Kimberly Danielsyagyet project for the children. Buckets may be plamed

Edythe Mclintosh, Ora Henderson, Jerry Allen. _ the shelves just outside the elementary wing hallway.
Friends & family—Jackie Buchanan, Mike Shields,

Thomas McGee, Juanita McFadden, Jill Maples, Presl@yen's Wild Game Feast—January 31st at 6pm. Bring
Nicholson, Dr. Mel Young, Mark/Phyllis Giguere, Juneyour favorite dish from your hunting escapades or a side
King, Ryan Smith Beulah Bennington, Gary Davis, Julie dish if you didn't bag anything this season. See Clay
Farmer, Clayton Massey, Martha Holmes, Christine@a.  Spencer, Curtis Garrett or Jason Ray if you have questions.
Deployed military personnel Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson/

Zack Moss (Iraq).

: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks | M@W M@M[b@[?@”
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas. .. 0
|

I
I
the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl I

Prayer: Ora Hendersoncame forward last Sunday to ask
you to pray for successful open heart surgery.

New Members: Please welcoméCharles & Barbara
Richards, 3820 Castlegate Dr., Paris, TX 75462, Ph. 903-
784-4523;Elton & Danny Weeks, 1795 Meadowview Dr.,
Reno, TX 75462, Ph. 903-669-3324/elcome aboard!!!

Elton & Dannie Weeks

Wedding Shower—January 25th in Room 6 from
1:00-2:30pm.  This shower will honor./Mrs.
Hamilton Doty. They have made selections at
Dillard’s, Bed-Bath & Beyond, and Wal-Mart
(Group #4, Melissa Poore)

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Ham & Cheese Rolls

Camp Deer Run “Day Camp”—is scheduled for 3rd

session, June 22-25. All day campers (ages 5-8) m
register atwww.campdeerrun.com The cost is $65 LCOM’NG EVENTS. in

and you may pay a deposit or full payment at this

time. If you have any questions, please see AngierD Doty Wedding Shower—January 25
*k*

Library— Several library books have been out for a Men's Wild Game Night—January 31

long time. Please look around at home to see if you el

have books you are no longer using and return them. Family LIFE Groups—February 1
*k*

Thank You Notes—Thank you so much for the luncheon Blood Drive—February 18

and the beautiful silk pink flowers. It was so kind bfod *xK

you. Pam loved to attend Lamar Ave. and she enjoyed the Sing Song—February 20-21
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sus asked Peter.

you.”  Jesus replie
“Then feed my sheep
In his conversation wit
Peter Jesus reveals

two most
commandments for u

Jesus teaches on more than one occsa

that we are to love God and love one
other.
these truths to a deeper reality. Most o

think these are obvious but struggle| t

practice these in reality. When was the

time you lavished your love on somec

you didn’t know, didn'’t like, or were ap

thetic toward? Certainly practicing the
rules are harder to do in real life. Je

makes no mistake by emphasizing that
love and mercy are for all. Who is goi

to reveal that to the world if we donit?
When we turn away, ignore, and put da

others we are doing it in the name of Je
because we are his hands and feet. W

to be Jesus to the world. Jesus even S

the table and ministered to Judas, the
one who would betray him.

little love and forgiveness to the wo
around me.
over most things that go on around me

why get worked up anyway? Trust G
this week to show his love through vy

and you might be surprised what he doe

In Him, Jered

—Thanksto everyone that went to
Winterfest. We had a blast and God rea
taught us a lot!

—All Teen Devotionatonight, January
25, from 6-8pm at the Johnson’s house.
Transportation provided...returning to th
church at 8pm, bring $2 for food.

—No King's BreakfastThursday, Januar
28; Jered gone to interview summer inte
at Harding University.

—Sing Songis February 20-21 and is a
family trip. We have 20 tickets reserved
and we would like an indication of who
might be going so we can plan to have
enough tickets. If interested sign up at th
youth board.

‘Do you love me,” Je-
Pe
says, “You know | love

importan

During Winterfest we uncover

If Jesus ¢
do that, certainly | can try and practice

| certainly don’t have cont
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What is my role i
the Church?  Our
Lord Jesus Christ
built his church fo
the purpose
glorifying  himself,
preaching about hi
self, and getting
ready to go to heaven
In Ephesians 4:11-16

@ith  him.

body of Christ.
$Eph 4:11-16) It was he who gave
Osome to be apostles, some to be prap
séts, some to be evangelists, and some
ebe pastors and teachers, to prepa

sthat the body of Christ may be built up
ntil we all reach unity in the faith and

i
measure of the fullness of Chri

agess of men in their deceitful scheming.
rlpstead, speaking the truth in love,
will in all things grow up into him wha
Is the Head, that is, Christ. From hi
%he whole body, joined and held to-
gether by every supporting ligament,
Igrows and builds itself up in love, as
@ach part does its work.

lit is like a soccer game with players
reserves.
are the Elders, Deacons and [h
Preacher. We want to be on the tea

an

In talking about the human body,
bladder does not seem very importa
but you cannot live without this org

his function. Are we fulfilling our rol
in the church?

e but 1 would go further to say, play lik

ed]'explains the different activities in the

r¢
God's people for works of service, sd

the knowledge of the Son of God and
ecome mature, attaining to the whale

"|they kept their focus, held on to th
| C1confidence, and scored 4 points to tie

lit's sad that sometimes the church thinks
Some think the main player
(the Church) but we just want to be|in

reserve, in the pew. We want to “watcl
the game” and that is not the plan|q

It's not whether yo
win or lose. It's hov
you play the game!
How many times
have we all hear
that motto? My so
would say, “It's not if
you win or lose a
long as you get t
play.” That is so tru
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you KNOW you can win. Confidence
yourself AND your teammates is h
the battle. Over confidence will destr
you!!! | watched a very exciting basket-
:ball game this week. There were 8.8
hgeconds left in the game and we were
“down by 4 points. Our team captain had
played hard but unfortunately had fouled
out. You have to understand that the
team looks up to this individual and they
tend to lose confidence in themselves
and fall apart. Well, this particular night
eir
the
game. We went into double overtime
and ended up winning the game. The
final outcome of this game was sweet!
However, had it not been in our favor |
still would have been proud of those
girls. They were down but kept their
focus, fought hard, never gave up, and
experienced a great victory. An incredi-
ble life lesson can be learned here. Life
can get you down sometimes and chal-
enges meet you at every turn. How|do
you handle those challenges? Do
%;ive up? Do you complain about
ircumstances and try to place blame?
$o you rebel against those challenges
Mind just get angry? What reaction |do
your kids see in you? Remember exam-
ple is our greatest teacher!! | have been
ftold, “Whatever challenges you only
makes you stronger and challenges don't
build character, they only reveal it.”
oMy challenge to you, as well as myself,
Is to first build character in our children.
_Teach them that success is not on|the
,scoreboard or how many points
made for the team. Success is knowing
pyou cared enough for your team to give
everything you had. Success in life is
not measured in what career path|we
*take or how much money we make BUT
twhere our focus is, what our character is,
how determined we are to give 100%,
and whether or not we are confident in
nthe talents that God has blessed us with.
That is the pathway to success we should
be teaching our children!




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .

Strength for the Journey #18
Finally...In Conclusion
Hebrews 13:7-25

We now come to the closing words of what some have callec
grand epistle”.One that has been described as beginning like
an , progressing like a , d
ending like a

As this letter closes, we are challenged with some
of life we hold onto.

>>Unchanging (v.7-8)

>>Unchanging (v.9)

>>Unchanging (v.10-16)

desire toward a
A grace relationship strengthens my hope in a secure

A changing emphasizes my need for a
changeless
A redirects my
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