
“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now, being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.”  (Phil. 1:3-6) 
 This morning we give a warm        
welcome to Lee & Stephanie Skelton and their 
children—Elizabeth, Hannah, Jacob and 
Sarah.  They are here on furlough from their 

work in Romania and will speak to us during Bible class and up-
date us on the exciting work going on in that part of the world.  As 
the apostle Paul says in the words above, we feel the same—a 
thanksgiving to God that we are able to partner in the work God 
does through their lives.  Let’s keep the Skelton’s in our prayers 
while they are in the states as they travel from place to place. 
 A cynic once remarked that nothing is permanent except 
change.  We live in a world of change.  In the midst of everything 
that goes on around us, we are called to embrace the will of God for 
our lives.  The writer of Hebrews, from chapter one through the 
whole epistle, has placed Jesus Christ center stage, and encourages 
us to ‘consider Him’.  Consider Jesus: better than the prophets, bet-
ter than the angels, better than Moses, better than the Old Testament 
economy of ordinances and feasts and sacrifices; and now, near the 
closing of this letter he says that this One is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. 
 May we partner with God as He is well and alive today!  
In everything we do, let’s consider Jesus as He carries us on to 
completion until He comes again. 
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes  5:00 @  Carrell 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt               12:00 @  Building 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @  Cato 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley                5:00 @  Hanley 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall                5:00 @  K. Jones 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                            12:00 @  Fowler 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ                5:00 @  Erwin 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                        4:00 @  Gilbert 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton                5:00 @  Fendley 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @  Parkman 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence               12:00 @  Faires 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore                 5:00 @  J. Cannon 
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Church members—John Gentry, Luther Lilly, Libby 
Trussell, Mierlan Payne, Maureen Gordon, Kimberly 
Daniels, Edythe McIntosh, Ora Henderson, Jerry Allen, 
Doug Owens, Robyn Figgins.  
Friends & family— Presley Nicholson, Dr. Mel Young, 
Mark Giguere, June King, Ryan Smith, Beulah Benning-
ton, Gary Davis, Julie Farmer, Clayton Massey, Martha 
Holmes, Christine Cannon. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Charles       
Anabale / Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—TODAY 
*** 

Doty/McCoy Wedding Shower—January 25 
*** 

Men’s Wild Game Night—January 31 
*** 

Blood Drive—February 18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 

Sympathy—Our condolences go out to the family and 
friends of our dear sister Pam Urbano.  Pam went home to 
her Lord on January 9th and her service was held in Paris 
on Tuesday.  We also extend our sympathy to Mierlan & 
Louise Payne upon the loss of Mierlan’s brother, Oliver 
“Skipper” Payne on January 7th.  Please keep these   
families in prayer. 
 
Wedding Shower—January 25th in Room 6 from 1:00-
2:30pm.  This shower will honor Hamilton Doty &      
Jessica McCoy.  They have made selections at:  Dillard’s, 
Bed-Bath & Beyond, and Wal-Mart  (Group #4, Melissa 
Poore) 
 
Camp Deer Run “Day Camp”—is scheduled for 3rd      
session, June 22-25.  All day campers (ages 5-8) must register 
at www.campdeerrun.com.  The cost is $65 and you may pay 
a deposit or full payment at this time.  If you have any      
questions, please see Angie Duren. 
 
Library— Several library books have been out for a long 
time.  Please look around at home to see if you have books 
you are no longer using and return them.   
 
Thank You Notes—Thank you for your thoughts, prayers 
and kindness during this difficult time. 
 Virginia Lowrey, Eddie Reeves & Kay Hill 
 
Thank you for the food basket, we sure did enjoy it.  It was 
very kind of you all.   Thanks,  Lois Ballard 
 
Thank you for being so giving in such trying times.  You’ve 
truly brightened my family’s Christmas.  Words can’t express 
our gratitude.  Thank you from all of us. 
   The Wilkerson Family 

 

2009 Mission Trips—Interest meeting for the August 7-
14 trip to Niteroi, Brazil is January 21 in Room 6     
following Wednesday classes.  If you have any interest at 
all in this trip please attend the meeting. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:   Elda’s Tamales! 

Wednesday Evening Adult Classes 
Winter/Spring 2009 

 
Louie Woodall: “World Events and Christianity”   
Room 6 
*To emphasize that all world problems are preventable or    
correctable by following Biblical principles. 
*To explore how we can regain the diminished Christian       
influence in the post modern culture. 
*To answer the hard question of what I as an individual, and 
what we as a church, can do. 
 
Robyn Figgins:  “Stepping Up”   
Elders’ Conference Room 
A journey through the Psalms of Ascent.  This is a ladies  
Bible study of 15 Psalms that will spread into 13 weeks.   
 
Cleve Fendley:  Study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians  
Auditorium 
Cleve will continue his study of 1 Thessalonians, then go into   
2 Thessalonians. 
 
Wednesday Night for the Master:   
Molly Woodall & Friends  
Room 19 (under basketball goal) in the Outreach Building 
This card ministry focuses on shut-ins, sick folks, families 
who are grieving, and individuals who need encouragement. 
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I always hear adults and teens dis-
cussing coming back from camp or a 
retreat and saying “I really needed 
that,” or “that was a spiritual high for 
me!”  Why do we say such things?  
Shouldn’t we be able to generate our 
own spiritual wellbeing living the 
status quo?  The truth of the matter is 

no.  Sometimes formats or forums have to change for 
us to get some of the spiritual fuel we need. The 
whole reason for the church is so believers won’t be 
isolated and get discouraged.  The church is meant to 
not only recharge its members but equip them for 
ministry and send them into action. However, some-
times unique events can bring our spiritual formation 
to a fever pitch.  I have to be honest about our trip to 
Winterfest this weekend. I will get just as much from 
it as the kids.  It is one of those times that brings 
spiritual formation front and center.  It is a chance for 
God to have a captive audience and to do some work 
on us.  I am excited about what God will choose to do 
with us over our time at Winterfest.  It always is a 
good time for our group to be together.  Don’t forget 
that as God’s people we can have a dramatic impact 
on others and their spiritual growth through our     
attitude of encouragement and love.  In other words, 
find someone this week that needs some encourage-
ment and share God’s love with them.   
 

In Him, Jered 
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—Winterfest group returns today.  Pray for 
our safety as we return home. 
—King’s Breakfast resumes at Braum’s on 
January 22nd at 7:15am. 
—Sing Song is February 20-21.  We would 
love for teens and families to come to this 
time together.  The trip is $35 per person plus 
meals.  We look forward to this time to visit 
ACU and with each other. 
 

“When the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on the earth?"  

(Luke 18:8) 
 

How strong is our faith? Do we 
work every day of our life to 
strengthen our faith? Sometimes we 

see in the church that not everybody has the same 
strength with their faith.  It is sad, but we see more 
and more how faith is dying in this world where we 
live and sometimes this can even be true in the 
church.  Our Lord Jesus Christ asks this question in 
Luke 18:8.    
“However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?"   
The sad situation that is happening to our faith is that 
the influence of this world is decreasing—it is chang-
ing. As Christians, we are also changing. Our faith is 
not the same faith of our ancestors. That’s why we 
need to fight against that attitude, and the only way 
that we can strengthen our faith is through the study 
of the precious Word of God.  Read about the great-
est giants of the faith, and all the Bible history will 
strengthen our faith for sure. 
 
(Romans 10:17) 
When we read about Joseph, Daniel, David, and all 
their examples, we strengthen our faith, but overall 
putting our eyes on our maximum example and au-
thor of the faith, Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 12:12) 
 
In Hebrews 11:39-40 the Bible says that the people 
of God in the Old Testament do not receive anything 
before us. We have a privilege through Christ that we 
can have the same hope and blessings that Abraham 
had.  Let’s be thankful because God is putting us in 
the same position with all the Giants of the Faith. 
 
But….. “when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?"  (Luke 18:8) 
 

God Bless, 
Marcelino Rodriguez Jr. 
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