
 This past week, Jered and I took a 
graduate Bible class for our Master's 
work.  We spent the week at Harding Uni-
versity.  They were long days but ones that 
were well worth the time and energy.  The 
class we took was "Theological Founda-
tions of Ministry."  Times like this are great 
for us as ministers because it gives us an 
opportunity to be with other ministers, as 

well as time to reflect, re-energize, and gain valuable tools 
and insight for ministry and our own walk with God.  We 
appreciate the elders encouraging us to continue pursuing 
opportunities like this. 
 One passage we looked at was Matt.7:13-14 "Enter 
through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But 
small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and 
only a few find it."  These words from Jesus speak to our 
hearts about where we are in life.  Are we on the road God 
has mapped out for us as His people?  Do we pursue and 
value the things of God?  One thing we need to realize is the 
fact that in everything we do on a daily basis, God is always 
at work.  God is much bigger than the little box we try to  
confine Him to. 
 At just the moment we think we know or have it fig-
ured out, God surprises us in amazing ways.  It makes me 
wonder, what areas of our life are we trying to control our-
selves simply because we are afraid of what might happen if 
we let go of it?  God calls us to daily surrender to His will for 
our lives and trust Him by faith that He will transform us into 
the likeness of Jesus. I pray that in spite of our weaknesses 
and sometimes shallow thinking of how God works, we will 
open our eyes and look at the way God is always at work. 
 As we have studied through Hebrews, we have seen 
the struggle they were having seeing God at work because of 
the negative influence of those around them.  They needed 
strength for the journey just like we do and the good news is 
that God is faithful and always provides the strength and rest 
we need.  Ask yourself this week, can I see God at work? 
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Church members—Edythe McIntosh, Ora Hender-
son, Jerry Allen, Doug Owens, Robyn Figgins, 
Jeannie Lamb, Peggy Wright.  
Friends & family— June King, Ryan Smith, Beulah 
Bennington, Gary Davis, Julie Farmer, Jeremy 
Massey & Son, Martha Holmes, Christine Cannon, 
Dusti Gaither, Louise Skidmore, Irene Rambo, Gly-
nese McNabb, Brayden Faulkner. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Charles 
Anabale / Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Winterfest—January 16-18 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—January 18 
*** 

Doty/McCoy Wedding Shower—January 25 
*** 

Men’s Wild Game Night—January 31 
*** 

Blood Drive—February 18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 

Sympathy—Our condolences go out to Lynn & Joy 
Lowrey upon the passing of Lynn’s stepmother,     
Virginia Lowrey , on January 2nd.  Please remember 
the Lowrey family in your prayers. 
 
Wedding Shower—January 25th in Room 6 from 
1:00-2:30pm.  This shower will honor Hamilton Doty 
& Jessica McCoy.  They have made selections at:  
Dillard’s, Bed-Bath & Beyond, and Wal-Mart 
 
Directory Changes—Please notify the church office 
whenever you have changes to your family informa-
tion printed in our directory.  Since we no longer mail 
out the bulletin, we are not notified of address 
changes by the Post Office.  It is also nice to have  
current telephone numbers and job changes in our  
database.  You can call changes into the office     
(903-785-0387) or send us an e-mail at: 
lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com. 
 
Library— Several library books have been out for a 

 

long time.  Please look around at home to see if you 
have books you are no longer using and return them.   
 
Thank You Note—Thank you so much for your   
generosity of food that was given to our family.  We 
appreciate your assistance so much.  Our holidays 
with our family were made special due to your kind-
ness.  Thank you,  Debbie Belew & family 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Taco Soup! 
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This past week we 
had a tragedy hap-
pen in Paris that 
you all have proba-
bly heard about by 
now.  There was a 
structural fire at 
Christians in Ac-

tion that led to five fatalities.  I 
don’t really know who these people 
were or if they were young or old or 
anything about their life.  I do know 
that they were not expecting what 
happened to them that early, cold 
and rainy morning.  Were they 
ready for that?  Were they ready to 
die?  A dying friend once said “I’m 
prepared to go, but not ready to 
leave”.  We don’t ever get “ready” 
to die but things like this make me 
think of how I am living each day.  
God intended for us to enjoy life 
and live it to the fullest for Him.  
Sometimes we get so bogged down 
in the everyday routine of life and 
all its “baggage” that we forget how 
to truly live.  We forget how to   
enjoy the blessings God gives us 
each and every day.  We expect that 
there will always be time for that 
later.  But sometimes, later never 
comes.  Think about that!  What if 
your tomorrow never came?  What 
is your attitude today?  Complain-
ing? Worrying? Depressed?  Frus-
trated?   Angry?   Bitter?  I, for one, 
can say, Yes, my attitude has been 
some of these....just this morning!!  
We all need to work on enjoying life 
more, being thankful for more bless-
ings than we can even count, and 
living each day to the fullest, not 
knowing when you might just be 
called home.  So instead of being 
frustrated with your kids, go hug 
them and tell them how much you 
love them.  Enjoy just being with 
them!  Enjoy living!!! 
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As you know, Patrick 
and I have been at 
Harding taking a class 
over theological foun-
dations.  My first ques-
tion is what is meant by 
theology? Simply put, 
theology is the intersec-
tion of our lives with 
God and how that 

shapes what we think about him and what 
we think he feels about us.  We discussed 
many things this week, but one thing I 
want to share is the idea that God has an 
agenda for us here on earth. Our theology 
may not always be what it seems.  Some-
times we only correlate God with coming 
to church. In other words, we meet God at 
church on Sunday morning or Wednesday 
night and when we go to our homes we 
leave him behind.  In Western society we 
have learned to compartmentalize our lives 
into compartments for work, school, fam-
ily, hobbies, church, etc.  This is probably 
why we are so often worn out with life’s 
activities.  We are even worn out with 
church because it is just one more thing we 
have to do.  Instead of our Christianity 
permeating all our areas of  life and us 
learning to meet God in each part, we in-
stead put him on the shelf after worship on 
Sunday.  It is no wonder we sometimes 
don’t feel connected to God. We put too 
much pressure on the church to fill our 
every need when it wasn’t designed to do 
that.  Church is God’s force to invade the 
world, but instead it has become a place 
where we simply come and expect church 
to meet us where we are.  We come to 
church to escape the world and sometimes 
forget we are supposed to invade the world 
for God.  It is the difference between a 
church that simply maintains the status quo 
and a church consumed with its mission to 
change the world around it for good.  
These thoughts convicted me and I hope 
they will have some impact on you as well. 
Feel free to discuss this with me further. I 
know God has a purpose for us here in 
Paris.  We just may have to find God’s 
agenda for us.    
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Winterfest—January 16-18. Teens need to 
be at the church packed and ready to go by 
4:30pm. (Cost/$75 )  Finish paying Robyn 
Figgins with a check payable to the 
church.   www.winterfest.org or see Jered. 
Sing Song--February 20-21 and costs $35 
per person plus any meals.  You’re encour-
aged to sign up on the youth board. We  
leave for ACU on Friday, February 20 at 
5pm and return Saturday evening. 

  In my opin-
ion, when we start a 
new year everything 
starts out slow, but 
then around March 
and April, every-
thing  begins to go 
so fast. . .and the 

year is over. 
 We make plans for every  
aspect of our lives, but sometimes we 
put our spiritual life in second place.  
We need to also make goals in our 
spiritual life. Perhaps read and  memo-
rize more of the Bible, and practice 
more songs.  It is sad that the years 
pass and pass and we still do not know 
the books of the Bible, or the plan of 
salvation, or the five points of wor-
ship.  Let’s spend this year learning 
and studying more as we grow in our 
Christianity.  (Hebrews 5:12-14) 
 
Prayers: 
1. Let’s remember in our prayers all 

the relatives of the victims of the 
fire here in Paris at Christians In 
Action. It’s incredible how quickly 
fire can destroy things. And also 
pray for the firefighters who risk 
their lives helping others in these 
situations. 

2. And also please pray for the situa-
tion in Israel and Palestine, in 
every war the innocents are the 
ones that suffer more.  Many inno-
cent people in both sides are    
suffering. 

3. But also we need to pray for this 
country, that we continue have the 
peace that we have, thanks to all 
the man and woman from the armed 
forces who are protecting us. 

 
Hispanic News: 
We are glad that some of the families 
who were on vacation last weekend 
are back. Our brothers from Hidalgo, 
Mexico, the Chavez Family, men-
tioned to us that the church in  Hidalgo 
hosted a Gospel Meeting and they are 
very happy because they had four       
baptisms for the glory of God. 
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Wednesday Evening Adult Classes 
Winter/Spring 2009 

 
Louie Woodall: “World Events and Christianity” in Room 6 
*To emphasize that all world problems are preventable or    
correctable by following Biblical principles. 
*To explore how we can regain the diminished Christian       
influence in the post modern culture. 
*To answer the hard question of what I as an individual, and 
what we as a church, can do. 
In order to accomplish the above, we must understand the world 
we live in. 
 
Robyn Figgins:  “Stepping Up”  Room 17/Outreach Bldg. 
A journey through the Psalms of Ascent.  This is a ladies Bible 
study of 15 Psalms that will spread into 13 weeks.  You will 
cry, laugh and stand in awe of our wonderful Savior.  Class 
space is limited.  Please sign up at the Welcome Center. 
Additional class information available at the Welcome Center. 
 
Cleve Fendley:  Study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians in Auditorium 
Cleve will continue his study of 1 Thessalonians, then go into   
2 Thessalonians. 
 
Wednesday Night for the Master:  Molly Woodall & Friends 
Room 19 (under basketball goal) in the Outreach Building 
This card ministry focuses on shut-ins, sick folks, families who 
are grieving, and individuals who need encouragement. 
 
Classes begin at 6:30pm, right after Simple Supper. 

 
We encourage every adult to participate 

in one of these classes. 


