In the book of 1 Chronicles, we find a maf
named Jabez buried in a long list of genealp-
gies. He is there like a shining star in this long
list of characters. It is significant that wha
Jabez is remembered for is not some oyt-
standing achievement, but a prayer. He did njot
win a great battle or build a great building. He
simply prayed a prayer. But out of all the people
in this nine chapter list of characters, he alonelis
lifted out because of the prayer that he prayed

The thing that grieves me most about our current culsireur
preoccupation with ourselves. It is all about us. Wetwaore, and
we want it faster, better and cheaper. Our livesinecshallow and

self-centered when we are worried about how we look, wieat
have, and who might have more. So many people never ha
purpose larger than themselves.

What is so unusual about this prayer, is the factlhbez prayed
for God to bless him. He sought God’s blessing on les ke was
not worried about being selfish; he wanted God’s hestbelieved
that God wanted to give it to him. Jabez sought theibtps$ God
that he might be a blessing to the world. The Biblks us that our
whole reason for existence is to be a blessing todBdda blessing
to the world. That'’s it. You are not here for you. Tld does not
revolve around you. Your whole purpose for existence iset@a b
blessing to the world.

Jabez wanted to be used by God more than anything slf®atl
your prayer and desire? Is there a longing, a passgei of you,
to be used by God no matter what it takes? Are you ligirly for

yourself at this time, or do you want God to use your ilif this
world? Do you want to be blessed by God to be a bleBsihigen
pray for God to enlarge your life and your sphere dbiarfce. Ask
him for something so big that you cannot possibly do gdwyself.

Ask him to enlarge your territory. It will be an exog journey
with God when you live your life this way.

“Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, "Oh, that you wouldshies
and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep
from harm so that | will be free from pain.” And God granted R
request.” (I Chronicles 4:10)
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worslgijptind. We would love to get to know you better and answegrarestions
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various rsinés at Lamar Avenue. May God bless you and your family.



‘home cooked’ meal is always appreciated. The ladies an
gentlemen, along with their coaches, Sean LeBeauf and To

Church members—Sandra Leath, Pearl Holmes, Allen JumperSchuberth, really appreciated the kindness shawrBulls

Ellie Bivens, Jaime Hyatt, Kimberly/Payden Danield)a€lie You brought a basket of holiday joy to my home. It wasfuis

Parkman, June Preston, Dolores Parker.
. ’ ) ! . and meant so much to me. Thank you so much for your
Friends & family—Marcel Cooke, Juanita Samford, Rachelbountiful gift. S. Skins 4 Y
f . S.

Wallis, Bobby John Floyd, Jane Strawn, Lois Haefle, Mat

Chandler, Kevin Keele, baby Rylan, Denison family, Toswmts LTC Meetin - . P .
. _ . g—There will be a brief meeting in room 6 this

family, Pat/Curbe Goolsby, Amber Morris, Hazel Crofl morning, immediately following church services, to hamnd

Gordon.
. . . . enrollment packets and let people know the dates and rules.
Deployed military personnel James Crimmins (Aphganistan), P Peop W !

Rob Frazier / Russell Nelson / Dustin Andersaix

) . Sympathy—We extend our condolences kaisti Anthony
Prayer requests: Contact the church office or e-mail @olly- and her family upon the loss of her grandmotRetth Welch
woodall@suddenlink.net Save her blog under “Favorites” in your on January 3rd and alsobmn Lawrence and his family up(;n
computer:-www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com the loss of his brother this week

New Arrival—Mark & Tara Davidson are happy to
e -1 announce the arrival of their sdfase Robert Davidson born
Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks | pecember 30th. Kase weighed 7 1/2 pounds and is 20 inches

|
| > W APl .

|  Please maintain a list of on-going prayer neduma. .. : long. You can check out pictures on their website.
: the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl |

Wednesday Classes-A new schedule of classes is
available at the Welcome Center. New classes began Jan
6th...you still have time to jump right in at the beginning!

] ] ] ALL TEACHERS past and present.....There are some of the
Baptism: Kacey Johnsonwas baptized last Sunday morning by Betty Lukin felts missing. | use these for Childrel®rship
her father. Her parents are David & Amy Johnsorou ¥an  and noticed some were missing. | want you all tb fiee to
send her a note of congratulations to 7485 Sesamieais, TX  se the felt pieces for a teaching tool, however, pleasirn
75462. them to the clear plastic box in the workroom andill put
them away. If you mistakenly put them in another catitmnen
please return them to the workroom asap. Thank ybanya)

Ladies Bible Class—will resume on Wednesday, January 1

13th at 10:00am...coffee and refreshments at 9:30. TH WedHCSday Slmple Supp 2
new study will beSpiritual Disciplinestaught by Maureen 5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate
Attention KFC Parents—JAM & JR. JAM resumes today. Entrée: Beans & Cornbread!

Benevolence Clothes ClosetFhe closet is full andun-
ning over except for children’s winter clothing. Please

bring only clean clothes that are in good repair. COMING EVENTS. s
Thank You Notes—We extend our deepest appreciation and Men's “42” Night—January 7
heartfelt thanks to everyone for all the ways you Healped us *kk

during Jerry’s illness...the love and concern; tHisceards, and
visits; and especially all the prayers. We feel thigssed to be

counted among the Christians who worship and serve at Lamar i
Avenue.(edited/space)Thank you,Dorothy & Jerry Pearce Family LIFE Grgtips—.]anuary 17

Winterfest—January 15-17

*kk

Many thanks to all who prepared food and served the PJC Fifth Sunday Pot Luck—January 31
Women'’s and Men’s Basketball teams last week. The Women kK

were fed Monday-Thursday and the Men just ThursdaynyMa Restoration Movement Seminar—Jan. 23-24
of these student-athletes are a great distance frone lamd a ’

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and mcﬁirg out to those in need "
|
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My son, Tyler, has lot
of toy animals he play
with. He likes to pre
tend they are all talk
ing to each other an
playing together. UsU
ally, when 1 walk in
the door he wants |
include me in some

thing they are doing
However, | have never heard an ani
real or pretend audibly speak. You pro
bly know where | am going with th
story. In Numbers 22, Balaam has
unique experience where he talks to
donkey he is riding on. The text real
“Then the Lord caused the donkey
speak. “What have | done to you tk
deserves you beating me these tk
times?” it asked Balaam. “Because Y|
made me look like a fool.” said Balaa
Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes,
he saw the angel of the Lord standing
the roadway with a drawn sword in |
hand. Balaam fell face down on t
ground before him.” Balaam for som
reason was comfortable talking to

donkey, but finally realized the donk
was trying to protect them both from {
Lord’s angel. God does many things
get our attention, and even though

hasn’t talked to you and me like He did
Balaam, He talks to us through His Wa

How many times has God warned |u

about our life choices from the stories
both the New and Old Testaments?

also has warned us about the cor
guences of not accepting His son and
lifestyle that goes with claiming Hin
My word of encouragement this week
each of us would be to realize God is
tive in the world around us and expects
to live knowing His presence is all around u

Winterfestis January 15-17. Teens ng
to be at the building by 4:30pm Fridg
January 15. We will return around 2j
on Sunday afternoon. Teens need clot
Bible, $30 in meal money, spendi
moneyoptional), overnight items liké
toothbrush, medicines, etc. We are s

ing at the Sheraton in Arlington, Texas

The direct number is 817-261-8200.
you still owe money please pay by t
time we leave on Friday, January 15.

LTC informational meeting followin
Sunday morning worship in Room 6.
you have teens involved or plan to cod
come to this brief meeting with Ri
Pringle and Jill Faires.
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NAlave the technology but we do not knowin Phil. 4:11-12, Paul talks abolgarn-

n
HE

While visiting a
Fairmont church
Midland, | heard
sermon about the
secret to joyful living
My ears perked up,
got out my pen and
notepad and Scott
had my full attention.
We all strive to hav

So we fix our eyes not
on what is seen, but
on what is unseen.
For what is seen is
temporary, but what
iS unseen is eternal.

(2 Corinthians 4:18)

What a wonderful
aprivilege God gives us to now be in thea joyful life!! | wanted to hear what this

lyear 2010. | remember in the 80's whepguy had to say about it. He said the|se-
we used to talk about the year 2000 incret to joyful living was‘contentment.”

Yaydreams and we felt it was so far awayln Eccl. 2, Solomon never found con-
ut no, here we are. In the last 10 yearntment. He hadverythingsawevery

y
ot . . -fhing, and dideverythingand yet he still
science has been advancing by gigan glng an Aand ye
D
tsteps. In 2000 we did not have the tec hated life- and found no joy in it. He did,

owever, figure out that without God ho
2gology that we have now. The advanceq, g

‘ A ne can find enjoyment in life. Scott
iment of technology is so amazing that Wejsted four secrets to being contented.

are in a some waysehind’ because wWe | First, contentment is a learned behavior.

ow to use it. The advancement of ¢elling to be content in every situation. Con-
phones, computers, internet, digjtaltentment must be practiced! We have to
*cameras, scanners, and the advances| §onstantly look for the numerous bless-
_medicine where we are able to see|thddS We have in life and be satis-
faces of our babies before they are bom led....not complacent, but filled with|a

»a three-dimensional ultrasound, all of thi
pis incredible.  Well, at some point
eed to be thankful to God that he gi
Dus the chance to advance so muc
-science and knowledge, and we need teost of ushaveis in reality a true bless-
Suse it in any way that benefits the spreadng! | will admit that for some of us and

f the Word of God, the Gospel of Jesusour Kids this is a very hard concept.
@et whatever it is we wanted and then
Qve turn our attention to another want,
Xpecting to get the same. Thirdly, con-

(Christ. We have more and more medi
epread the word of God. But also, on|th

other hand, we do not need to forget th ) ; ;
severything in this world is temporary a tentment won't be attained until the hole
. ; in our heart is filled with God. Matt.6:33
>the hope we have through Jesus is eternagy|s ys to seek God first and then bless-
$_ets try to dO our beSt in 2010 to be bet ﬁngs W|" come. |f we are Seeking H|
servants of our Lord Jesus Christ and aland filling the void of discontentment,
the time let's remember that we have ghen we will reap the blessing He has to
dplace in heaven. offer us. Lastly, contentment comes
from our appreciation for what we have
ithin Christ. Do you stop and think about
all you have and truly appreciate it?
of us could probably use a dose of grati-
tude. If we do these things: practi
being content, free ourselves from
love of “stuff’, fill our hearts with Go
and appreciate what God does bles
with, then we can truly find conten
ment. At this time of year everyone
May God bless you in this New Yean making new goals like losing weigk
2010. reading the Bible more, or whate
other goals we tend to make. This i
of being content should be at the top
that list. We should all strive to
content and thus live a joyful life.

Since, then, you have been raised
*Ehrist, set your hearts on things above
where Christ is seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things aboye
not on earthly things. For you died, and
syour life is now hidden with Christ i
~God. (Colossians 3:1-3)

K Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr.
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Coming to Lamar Avenue. . .

Churches of Christ Heritage

Destiny Seminar
with Dr. Doug Foster

Abilene Christian University

Saturday, January 23

10:00—10:50am

11:00—11:50am

12:00—12:50pm

1:00—1:50pm

2:00—3:30pm

Sunday, January 24
Bible Class:

Worship:

and

Why this matters: What we lose a
Christians when we don’t know our
history.

Who are Barton Stone and
Alexander Campbell, and what
difference does it make?

Lunch in the outreach building

Christian Unity—what did it mean
and what does it mean now?

How Churches of Christ were
shaped in the 20th century, and hoy
we are changing.

Churches of Christ: Heritage & Desti

Christ’s imperative for the Unity of
His followers
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