We welcome you to Lamar Avenue
this morning. It's hard to believe this is the firgt
Sunday of 2010. We pray that God will give up
another wonderful year to live for Him ang
spread His Name to others. With a new yegr
comes resolutions that tend to be a struggle for
some people to keep. They are like running|a
marathon when you have never run a mile |n
your entire life. Do you think we’'d succeed?

Every two years outside of Corinth
there were famous Olympic-type games calldd
the Isthmian Games. They had all the events that oymits
would have: boxing, wrestling, and all kinds of differevdtfraces.
The winners of these events were given a wreath ornctowear
on their heads. It was woven of either pine boughs o ol
branches.

The value of the prize was not monetary, but symbol|c
and the prize for Paul was a sense of delight thataseb&ing used
by God in ministry, knowing that he had used all his erergnd
talents and gifts to God’s glory, for the good of the kimgdoHe
described that prize in Philippians 3:14. He sdldpress on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called rhe ! "
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

As we continue to run the Christian race, let us put dur #$% &
faith in Jesus, and strive for the prize. Let us mmeceive our
crown of righteousness; not a crown of riches, bubwic that will " H#
carry a message to all who see it. May our victoryésus be )
symbolic of the power of the cross in overcoming defeatnely 0 ,
the defeat of sin and deathlappy New Year! $ % &

n &
n 1 () o+ +,

You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday.
Group—1—1J. Spencer/Wickes 5:00 @ Wickes’ & '
Group—2—Benedick/Gage 12:00 @ Denman’s
Group—3—Cannon/McGee 12:00 @ Webb's " s o4 )
Group—4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley 12:00 @ Vinson's :
Group—5—Jones/Logan 12:00 @ Outreach Bldg. "
Group—6—Vinson/Bulls/Fowler 12:00 @ Vinson’s & +
Group—7——Bollman/Thielman 5:00 @ Thielman’s
Group—38—C. Spencer/C. Spencer 5:00 @ C/M Spencels
Group—9—Fendley 5:00 @ Barnett's v
Group—10—Peace/Wood 5:00 @ Peace’s [+ 1"+
Group—11—Faires/Anderson 5:00 @ M. Anderson’s "o
Group—12—J. Cannon/Poore 6:00 @ Worship/Bldg. " - 10

We are blessed to have you here with us as we worslgijptind. We would love to get to know you better and answegrarestions
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various rsinés at Lamar Avenue. May God bless you and your family.



Thank You Notes— thank everyone for the prayers, vis-
its, cards, food and anonymous gifts while | washa
Church members—Ellie Bivens, Anna Claire Poore, Emma hospital and recuperating at home. I've been thiggsed
McCarter, Jaime Hyatt, Donna McGee, Kimberly/Payderwith your love and concern. May God continue teskl
Daniels, Jackie Helm, Lance Johnson & family, Richasdan, each one of us. In Christian lowégra Wilson
Charlie Parkman, Ed Bullard, Dolores Parker, Ozellg/Lill . .

Friends & family— Matt Chandler, Kevin Keele, baby Rylan, W& would like to thank the congregation for youayers,
Denison family, Townsend family, Pat/Curbe Goolsbynier ~ Phone calls and fQOd during Marie’s recovery erW e
Morris, Hazel Cross, Bill Gordon, Margie Landers, Entrineii- ~ surgery. These things helped us greatly and \pesaate
liams, John Maple, Mike Girod, Ozie Battle, Evie Taligestiny them. Marie & John Figgins

Maxfield, James/Mike LeFan, Lil Guest, Bobbie Hiner, hea

Goodwin, Phil Fletcher, Jan Jenkot, Leah Dennison, Josdph GThanks for praying for my family and me. The numgr
more, David Nelson, Kenny Rosson. surgeries for Shamane, Coby and Gary are behind us.

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (United Arab Emir- They are on the mend and hopefully good for marayse
ates.home on leave due to his mother’s pas§igmes Crimmins  God bless you in 201@inah Border

(Aphganistan), Rob Frazier / Russell Nelson / Dustiderson (Iraq)).
Prayer requests: Contact the church office or e-mail
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net Save her blog under “Favorites” in
your computer:
www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com

Benevolence Report

In 2009, during our weekly Wednesday bengjvo-
lence ministry, assistance was provided on [/58
occasions to 523 families in the amount&8,991

F———— e

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2weeks—l This is in addition to the gifts given from our fopd

|

| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusa... | pantry and clothes closet. The primary negeds

: the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl : provided included food and clothing. Fuel vouchlers

________________________________ " |lwere also made available depending on the cirgum-
| # | 1 stances and need, such as for medical appoinfment
) s or job search. Assistance with utilities, rent, efe

New Members:Dennis & Kristie Nutt and their childrenNeil also made ava"able_bUt are a priority for chyrch
and Alissa, have moved back to Paris and would like to be ide -_members- The_ assistance noted Qbove (_:Ioe not
tified with this congregation. They live at 3920 Mirarida, 'lllnclude the Christmas baskets provided this yar.

Paris, TX 75462, Phone: 903-669-3171. Please welcome thifhose assisting in the benevolence ministry|fare
family back into the fellowship of Lamar Avenue. Sandra Carrell, Mary Sharber, Martha Tingle
Joanne Wood, Dannie Weeks, Charolette Bollrjpan,

" #1 Don Lawrence and Richard Peace. In 2009| we
served approximately 100 more families thanfwe
did in 2008.

Benevolence Pantry/Clothes ClosetNew hours for
2010. Starting January 13th, we will be openzhé and

4th Wednesdaysof each month from 1:00—3:00pm. WedUCSday Slmple Suppel‘

This will provide time for us to get supplies, restock

shelves, and get ready for the next opportunity to assi 5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate

people who come for help. Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Chili Dogs!

Ladies Bible Class—will resume on Wednesday, January
13th at 10:00am...coffee and refreshments at 9:30. The

new study will beSpiritual Disciplinestaught by Maureen COMING EVENTS
Spencer. This will be a luncheon day. i1

Attention KFC Parents—Children's Worship will resume Family LIFE Groups—TODAY
today and JAM & JR. JAM will resume on Jan. 10th. *kk

Men's “42” Night—January 7

Benevolence Clothes ClosetFhe closet is full and run- o

ning over, except for children’s winter clothing. Please .
bring only clean clothes that are in good repair. Winterfest—January 15-17

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and reacﬁirg out to those in need "
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a lot of snow and ice. So, when | g
home | wanted to start a fire in qu

ever, | got the fire going too stron

fireplace because of the cold. Howt

| mentioned to most of you last Sun One of the most important
day that over Christmas | saw so aspects of our Christian life is that we
extremely cold weather that include can be sure when we come to Jesus

through the obedience of His gospel
that we are savedl (John 5:13) And
we need to believe that without a
doubt. The Bible says iMark 16:16

for our little fireplace and lots of
smoke was pouring into the house.

| mentioned also on Sunday that as Christians we

come relatively cold and complacent at times. God
looking for an opportunity to start a fire inside of| u

that can burn strong for him. As mature Christia
we have the benefit of experience and struggles

can share with others. Yet, unfortunately, we inste
grow stale in our faith and new Christians make| o

faith look like it is standing still. God is dynami@tn
static in His expectations for us. What do | mea

God wants us to grow, change, and transform intc

closer image of his son. If we are static it means
are the same. We are unchanging. Sometimes
may be a good thing, but often unchanging is link
with many spiritual negatives. We need to have

open life that is willing to accept the challenges of e
new year. Obviously, we can’t do the same things #f

2010 as we did in 2009. We are going to have

grow and adapt. My prayer for each of us this year

that we will be stretched by God. | pray he puts a f

in each of us that only he can fan. Happy New Yea

In Him, Jered

Youth News and Notes:

| had to put t
fire out. Scripture tells us in Isaiah that “a smolde
ing wick he will not put out.” What does this mean

that those who obey the gospel| of
ﬁ%’urist through baptism are saved. But something we
also need to be aware of is that we can lose dua-

jon. InJohn 5:24 Jesus teaches that the ones who obey
His word and believe on Him have eternal lifeerily,
lQ/""é'rily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, é&n
Rlieveth on him that sent me, hath everlastingelif
2ind shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
Fom death unto life. John 5:24 (KJV)
we Is this true? Sure it's the truth, but we need to
aghderstand that Jesus is not saying in this passege
We can never fall from the grace of God. As Clars,
we have the chance to fall from the grace of God an
H@se our salvation if we are not faithful to thertdand
phgs doctrine. INRRomans 11:22the Apostle Paul sai
wBehold therefore thegoodness and severity of Gad:
tas them which fell, severity; but toward thee, geod
deess, if thou continue in higoodness: otherwise thau
&#so shalt be cut off.” Several passages of the Bible
ach us that we have the possibility of fallingnfr the
ace of God and losing our salvati¢gtebrews 2:1-4;
?OPeter 1:5-7,10; 2 John 9; Matthew 7:21-22.

. The desire of God for men is His salvation as
tﬁese next passages saiFor the grace of God tha
ingeth salvation hath appeared to all men." (T
" :11) Godwants all men to be savetVho will have
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledfje
the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) But man must meet the
conditions which God has set forth in order to pr
this salvation unto himself. And remain faithfal iHim

—

—Winterfest is January 15-17 in Arlington, Texas
Winterfest is a tremendous youth conference whg
more than 5000 students gather to spend a week
growing spiritually. Total cost is $75 unless yo
missed the early bird deadline, which means the |tc
cost for teens still needing to sign-up is MB10Q

.50 he doesn't lose this condition. We found sely
2é@amples in the Bible of people who lost their atibn:
éxuls 5; Acts 8; 1 Timothy 1:20.

u Jesus demands for us to be faithful, let's d
{&evelation 2:10)
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D it.

Thank you and God bless you,
Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr.

. waa

HoPPY New Yean!




Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com

LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

COME
To ME, ALL

You WHO ARE
WEARY AND
BURDENED,
AND | WILL
GIVE YOU

REST

MATTHEW 11:28
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