
 I am excited about our new series from 
1 John about “Life in Holy Community.”  As I 
said last week, John is big on the idea of Chris-
tianity as relationship.  He believes that people 
who have a relationship with God must have a 
meaningful relationship with one another.  The 
pursuit of community happens all around us 
daily—the health club, Kiwanis, Rotary, a small 
circle of friends from work, and of course for us 
as young parents one source of community, at 
least while the kids are growing up, is our kid’s 

school and sports activities. 
 People are hungering for a place to belong, for community, 
and the church is supposed to be that place.  Do we make church an 
inviting place for people to be themselves??  This morning from     
1 John, we will see the truth that we are to walk in the light as God 
is in the light.  So, how are we doing at helping others see the 
light??  These questions must be asked as we delve into this study.  
As we introduce people to light, they are also introduced to what 
community life with Jesus looks like.  I love the “community” at-
mosphere that takes place through our LIFE Groups.  I love hearing 
stories from our groups on how the studies, sharing, praying, and 
eating together are a blessing in their life.         
 As John writes to these Christians, they find themselves in 
community life that has been fractured due to some unhealthy 
teaching that was trying to lead others astray.  As we will see in this 
little sermon, the teaching we receive from Jesus remains in us and 
it is real.  The culture we live in today is causing us to see how vital 
it is that we be REAL Christians today and let our lights shine as 
bright as we can.  I’m glad you are here this morning as we worship 
God together. 
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes  5:00 @  Wickes 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt               12:00 @  Beckmon 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @  Bee Hive 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley              12:00 @  Boyd 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall              12:00 @  R/N Jones 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                            12:00 @  Building 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ              12:00 @  Duren 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                      11:30 @  Benedick 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton              11:30 @  Sirloin Stock. 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @  P/A Roden 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence              12:00 @  Building 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore              12:00 @  Building 
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Church members—Sarah Sissel, Lillian Taylor, Pat 
Houser, Petra Cooke, Sandra Leath, Robert Wilson, Alieen 
Carroll, Debbie Whitten, Molly Woodall, Charlotte      
Cannon, Travis/Libby Trussell, Johnny Houser, John   
Gentry,  Luther Lilly, Mierlan Payne, Maureen Gordon, 
Edythe McIntosh, Ora Henderson.  
Friends & family— Dusti Gaither, Mike Shields, Craig 
Hamilton, Melanie Helm, Crystal Offutt, Mrs. Don       
Preston, Patsy Gregg, Billie Hippenstall, Phillip Nabors, 
Chris Wofert, Donna Johnson, Meghan Bulls, Corey Gray, 
Susie Bristow, Davis Buster, Naida Prough, Beulah     
Bennington, Tristan Chapman, Kathleen Simpkins. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Amber Gibson / 
Zack Moss (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—February 15 
*** 

Blood Drive—February 18 
*** 

Sing Song—February 20-21 
*** 

Middle School Retreat—March 14-15 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 

Thank You Notes—I want to thank you for your thoughts 
and prayers during my surgery.  May God bless you as He 
has me.   Thanks so very much, Thomas McGee 
 
Building Use—Please contact the church office to reserve 
the use of any part of the building, especially the outreach 
building.  A staff member will write your reservation on 
the church calendar.  Also, please pick up your dishes from 
the outreach hallway.  Thanks! 
 
KFC Boys News—If you have a son in K—3rd grade who 
has not participated in picking up cards but would like to do so, 
please see Tanya.  We are trying to encourage the younger 
boys to step up and the older boys will have a  different service 
to do.  The ones already helping with this are doing a wonderful 
job!   
     Older boys 4th—5th grade who are still interested in  serv-
ing, please let Tanya know.  It would be a great act of service to 
help David and Joe by picking up the empty communion cups 
after Sunday morning worship. Make sure this is okay with your 
parents first, then see Tanya and she will organize this group. 
     This will give the younger boys a chance to help and two 
groups will prevent so many boys rushing to the back to help at 
the same time.  Thanks for all the hard work you older boys have 

 

done up till now and keep being a good example! 
     KFC parents, please remember to turn in Camp Scholar-
ship forms promptly for this summer. 
 
Lost—Please be on the lookout for a book titled Seeing the 
Unseen.  Connie Ausmus has misplaced her copy.  Thanks! 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Chicken Fried Steak! 

CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, February 18, 2009 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:00pm—8:15pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or do not feel well 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 

Prayer:  Judy Trammel requests your prayers to stay  
focused on God as she deals with many health issues.  
Please keep her in your prayers. 

Derald Joe & Lesa Bulls are happy to announce 
the arrival of their granddaughter, Mackenzie Jo, 
on February 11.  She weighed 6 lbs. 9 oz. and was 
19 1/2 inches long.  Her proud parents are D.J. & 
Meghan Bulls. 
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What happens when an immovable 
object meets an unstoppable force?  I 
feel like this analogy applies when 
discussing the will of God and man’s 
sin problem.  God’s plan and purpose 
are unstoppable and eternal.  How-
ever, man and his sin problem are 
well documented.  Man’s hard heart 

can seem immovable. That is why it is amazing when 
God’s light and grace are able to penetrate man and 
this dark world sometimes.  God’s salvation of such a 
broken people is nothing short of miraculous.  Con-
sider your own sin and spiritual sickness and what 
Jesus had to do to redeem you.  Most of us are think-
ing I’m not that bad of a person, but the reality is we 
are capable of horrible and terrible things as well as 
wonderful and eternal things.  We can’t mask our true 
nature which is darkness.  It took a lot of time and 
work for God to push some of us into the light and it 
takes a group effort to keep us there.  I hope you will 
take seriously your life and what it would be away 
from Christ or the fellowship of his believers.  I don’t 
want to imagine it because I know my life would be a 
wreck.  God has better things planned for me, better 
than anything I could plan for myself.  He has the 
same in store for you.  Remember to get on your 
knees this week and thank God for how he has loved 
you away from your sinful nature.  Don’t be afraid to 
share your salvation with someone else either.  Have 
a good week.  
 

In Him, Jered 
 
 
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES 
—Open Youth Room rescheduled for this Tuesday, 
February 10 from 7-9pm. 
—King’s Breakfast is Thursday, February 19 at 
7:15am at Braum’s. 
—Sing Song and ACU trip is February 20-21. Pray 
for our safety and a good trip as we check out a great 
Christian school.  If there is anyone still wanting to 
go, see Jered ASAP!  We will leave Friday at 5pm 
and return Saturday evening.  Cost is $25 per person.  

 For Mary it was a normal day like 
any other when she woke up early to get 
ready for work.  She usually woke up 
around 4:00am to prepare everything to go 
to work and to send her kids (two girls 11 
& 9, and a boy 7) to school.  Every day she 
woke them up early to take them to a 
neighbor so the school bus could pick 
them up later in the morning. Everything 

that day looked normal, like every other day, but it didn’t last 
long.  Minutes later as they walked the few streets to the 
neighbor’s house and were waiting for the light to cross the 
street, a car suddenly hit them and killed the 3 kids instantly.  
Mary tried so hard to help her children to breathe, but they 
were already dead.  What was wrong that day????  The    
police found out later that the driver of the vehicle was very 
drunk. He didn’t even realize until later what had happened 
that terrible morning. 
 In our society it is becoming more acceptable for 
people to drink.  Consuming alcohol has become the norm.  
Every day we see this story repeated everywhere.  But, I just 
want to ask those who think that drinking beer and wine is 
not wrong to ask the mother of those three children what she 
thinks about it. 
 I can quote a lot of Bible verses that condemn this 
vicious activity.  The society we live in says it is not a prob-
lem to drink, but the Bible says it is a sin.  We need to ask 
ourselves and ask this world, did this driver who was under 
the influence have the right to get completely drunk and kill 
these 3 kids? Did he have the right to destroy this family?  I 
don’t think so. 
 Many people at this time are slaves to alcohol and 
they really need someone to tell them what they are doing is 
wrong.  We the Church need to stand firm in this reality. We 
don’t need to be afraid to declare firmly that drinking alcohol 
is wrong (Ephesians 5:7-11) and to use any other kind of 
drug is wrong.   
 The example of this family is only one of many that 
happens every day.  This is a true and very sad story, and a 
part of a large statistic of the victims of alcohol.  The drunk 
driver is perfectly fine, and by the way, it was his third DWI 
and nobody stopped him.  According to  statistics, every 30 
minutes a person dies in an alcohol related accident and 17 
are injured. 
 Sometimes we question if  it is right or wrong to 
drink.  I think we need to be different in this world and be the 
light to others who are in darkness.  Let’s be full of the Holy 
Spirit and not full of alcohol.   (1 Peter 4:3-5, Ephesians 
4:22 & 30) 

 
Marcelino Rodriguez Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #2 

Walk as Jesus Walked 
1 John 1:5—2:2 

 
“Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”   
(1 John 2:6) 
 
In the opening paragraph, John laid the foundation for all that 
will follow: 
 
¨ First, he affirmed that Christian faith is uniquely related to 

_________________. 
¨ Second, he stated his personal eagerness to “declare to you 

(all)” what he knows for a _________________. 
¨ Third, he boldly declared the _____________________ of 

___________________ in holy community. 
 
John uses a ___________________ in this section to introduce 
the statements and claims of the false teachers he fears. 
 
It is part of his emphasis on the fact that Christ’s church is a 
__________________, a _____________ in which each member 
is a vital part, a holy community under Christ. 
 
Think of _____________ as ______________ and __________ 
as _______________.  Or see _______________ as a summary 
for right thinking and ________________ as the summary for 
right living. 
 
Everyday we face this challenge:  The __________________ vs. 
_________________ mentality, which is really just the difference 
between “_________________” and “__________________.” 


